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[The Speaker in the chair]

Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Holy Creator, help us to remember that our debates
and deliberations affect over 4 million Albertans and many gener-
ations that will follow. Give us accordingly, and guide us that our
decisions may be right and proper, just and fair, for all whom we
serve. Amen.

Please be seated.

Hon. members, as you will recall, on November 21 of this year
this Assembly agreed to Government Motion 46, allowing the
Hon. David Alward, Premier of the province of New Brunswick,
to be invited to this floor of our Chamber to address the Assembly.
Now I would like to invite Premier Alward to come and join us at
this time, please.

Introduction of Visitors
The Speaker: The hon. Premier of Alberta.

Ms Redford: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am honoured to rise
today to introduce to you and through you to all members of this
Assembly a great Canadian and a great friend to Alberta, the Hon.
David Alward, Premier of New Brunswick.

Premier Alward has been a determined backer of the Canadian
energy strategy. He was among the first of Canada’s Premiers to
see the incredible benefits that it will deliver to all Canadians, and
he has worked tremendously hard to build support for the strategy
among our colleagues across the country. Premier Alward has also
been a compelling advocate for the projects that flow from this
strategy such as the proposed Energy East pipeline that will carry
energy from western Canada to the Atlantic coast, bringing jobs,
growth, and investment to every province and territory in our great
nation. He is a leader with a truly national vision, a vision of our
country, that he knows can be most successful when we work
together with common purpose.

It is my great privilege to welcome Premier Alward back to
Alberta. He is here to attend the Bennett Jones Lake Louise World
Cup business forum, which I will also be attending, to talk about
how provinces and territories can work together to help our
country become a truly global energy superpower. I am delighted
that Premier Alward will be adding his voice to the discussion
about our shared future.

I would also note, Mr. Speaker, that while Premier Alward is in
our province, Alberta’s Minister of International and Intergovern-
mental Relations is on his way to New Brunswick, where he will
be speaking about market access, the Canadian energy strategy,
and the Energy East project at a conference in Moncton. This is
part of the growing friendship and partnership between our two
provinces.

Mr. Speaker, Premier Alward has agreed to do us the honour of
addressing our Legislature before question period. He is accompa-
nied today by Dallas McCready, deputy minister of Executive
Council from the government of New Brunswick, who is in your
gallery, and Yvon Long, deputy chief of staff in the office of the
Premier. I would ask all hon. members to give our guests from
New Brunswick a warm Alberta welcome.

The Speaker: Premier Alward, I would now invite you to take a
space here at the podium and deliver your address if you would,
sir. Thank you.

The Hon. David Alward, Premier of New Brunswick
Address to the Legislative Assembly

Mr. Alward: Mr. Speaker, hon. Premier, hon. Members of
Alberta’s Legislative Assembly. Thank you, Premier Redford, for
the warm welcome and the kind introduction. It’s an honour for
me to be the first New Brunswick Premier to address the people of
Alberta in their House. En tant que Premier ministre de la seule
province officiellement bilingue au Canada, je dis bonjour aux
Franco-Albertains de la part des Acadiens et des Brayons du
Nouveau-Brunswick.

As you know, New Brunswickers were honoured to welcome
Premier Redford in June and to have the opportunity to hear her
vision for building a strong national economy that can support
jobs in our communities, progressive provinces, and a more
prosperous Canada. As a fellow Premier and as a Canadian I am
energized by Premier Redford’s leadership. She’s a nation-builder,
and it’s truly an honour to work with her to move Canada forward.

I was one of the many Canadians across our incredible country
that was moved on election night when Premier Redford stated her
vision of a strong Alberta within a strong Canada. When we speak
about strengthening Canada through smart and responsible
resource development, we must never lose track of what we’re
really speaking about: jobs in our communities all over our
country. Projects like the Energy East pipeline will translate into
thousands of jobs in communities across Canada.

New Brunswick and Alberta are provinces built on natural
resource development, and we believe that our future growth and
prosperity depends on our ability to responsibly develop our
resources and access new markets. In order to achieve this vision
together, governments across our country must work together to
forge a Canadian energy strategy. Again, I applaud the leadership
of Premier Redford and what she has shown across our country in
advocating a truly national strategy that can drive Canada’s future
growth and prosperity.

Last month the Canadian Chamber of Commerce released a
report that shows how our lack of energy infrastructure at a
national level is hindering our success in energy markets at a rate
of $50 million per day. This translates, very literally, into reduced
investment, fewer jobs, and lost revenues for governments at all
levels to invest in the priorities of our citizens. This is the stark
reality that drives our belief that projects like the Energy East
pipeline will be as important to Canada’s future growth and
prosperity as the national railway’s construction was in our past.
Tidewater is key to accessing these new and, in some cases,
emerging markets in Europe and Asia. New Brunswick offers the
most direct, reliable, and proven access to these world-wide
markets through the port of Saint John, the deepest ice-free port
on the east coast of North America.

Let me be clear as well. New Brunswick favours a one-project,
one-review approach to the Energy East pipeline project. We
recognize that the regulation of an interprovincial energy pipeline
falls under the jurisdiction of the National Energy Board.

1:40

To date TransCanada has completed seven open houses in
various New Brunswick communities and will hold two more in
December. As a government we will continue to work in co-
operation with the provinces of Alberta and Quebec as well as
Canada’s oil and gas producers. I’'m convinced that together we
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will achieve our common goal: to safely and efficiently move
crude oil and natural gas from western Canada to the east coast for
refining, value-added upgrading, and shipment to international
markets in the Atlantic basin and beyond.

Some of you may not realize this, but New Brunswick is
Canada’s most export-driven province. Energy exports include
refined petroleum products, electricity, and significant amounts of
natural gas from both domestic and international sources,
including output from Canaport LNG, Canada’s first and only
LNG terminal. Our province’s annual energy exports currently
exceed $10 billion, a significant economic and trade threshold for
a province of just under 750,000 people. New Brunswick provides
key export advantages, including the port of Saint John, which has
safely and efficiently handled the largest crude oil and LNG
carriers in the world for decades.

We also are home to the Irving Oil refinery, Canada’s largest
and most modern refinery, located in Saint John. Again, in case
you didn’t know, this refinery supplies 3 out of 5 cars in Boston
with gasoline. And we’re not Boston Bruins fans, by the way.
Some are, but we won’t get into that debate. The Irving Oil refinery
currently operates at a capacity in excess of 300,000 barrels a day.
Its output accounts for 42 per cent of all of Canada’s finished
petroleum product exports to the U.S. New Brunswick is ready to
step forward to help Canada rise to meet the opportunities ahead.

In addition to the thousands of jobs associated with construc-
tion, refining, and shipping, the Energy East pipeline has the
capacity to create new jobs and opportunities through expanded
supply chains. In New Brunswick we see the potential for brand
new industries such as petrochemicals and plastics. We believe
that an expanded natural gas industry in New Brunswick will have
the potential to create just as many opportunities, such as global
LNG exports, a re-energized manufacturing sector, and the poten-
tial to add value to New Brunswick’s abundant potash reserves
through the construction of fertilizer plants.

These opportunities, in addition to the jobs and investments that
will be generated with the development of each well, provide a
very bright economic future for New Brunswick communities.

Our government firmly believes that environmental stewardship
and economic growth are both vital pillars of a strong society and
a healthy future. To echo the words spoken by Premier Redford in
New Brunswick last June, the false premise that we must choose
between the environment and the economy is indeed removed
from reality. Canada boasts some of the strongest environmental
protections in the world. The confidence we place in our laws to
protect our environment has been well earned. As Canadians we
value the environment as the natural infrastructure of our
communities. As we continue to develop our natural resources
responsibly, we will gain more opportunities to invest revenues
and into research in innovation that will power our economy and
protect our environment for future generations. I began this by
saying that we must never forget why we are doing the work we
are doing, to allow for the smart and responsible development of
our natural resources. This is about jobs for Canadian men and
women.

We stand here at a critical moment in our history. We are at a
crossroads at home in New Brunswick and indeed across our
country. Canada is at risk of standing still while our competitors
around the world are moving forward and making plans to move
past us. As Canadians we need to think about what that will mean
for our grandchildren and their children. Prosperity and opportu-
nity are not inherited rights. We cannot take for granted that future
generations will inherit the same opportunities that we’ve been
blessed with.

There are some 15,000 New Brunswickers working outside
New Brunswick today in natural resource sectors, and we’re not
isolated with this story. In fact, when I took two flights today to
get to Edmonton, I met several workers who are plying their trade
here in Alberta right now. What they said to me is that they are
blessed to be able to gain that opportunity, but they are looking for
the opportunity in a year and a half or so to ply their trade back
home.

In fact, as well, my youngest son, Ben, is 23. He’s a red seal
plumber and a last block pipefitter who works in Kearl Lake. As |
was flying here today, Ben was flying home for a week.

Canadians want to work and need to work. Canadians want to
build prosperity and economic opportunity no matter what region
they live in. By working together and by building on the foundation
of respect and friendship that we have built between provinces, [ am
convinced that we can move Canada forward.

Thank you so much for the chance to address the Legislative
Assembly of Alberta. C’est un honneur pour moi d’avoir 1’oppor-
tunité. Merci. Thank you. [Standing ovation]

Introduction of Guests
The Speaker: The hon. minister of government services.

Mr. Bhullar: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a little difficult to
follow that, but I’ve got a really great introduction today, somebody
that you and many members of the Legislative Assembly know
very, very well. Sitting in your gallery is Jay Ramotar, my former
Deputy Minister of Service Alberta, your former deputy minister
of health and wellness. Jay has one of the most distinguished
careers in the Alberta public service, a career that spans 37 years,
where he served as deputy minister for Treasury Board, Infra-
structure, Transportation, Justice and Solicitor General. One of the
most innovative things Jay has come up with is the way that we
approach P3s. Projects like the southeast Anthony Henday are part
of Jay’s work. Albertans continue to benefit from his legacy, from
the ring roads to other projects. As we move forward in this prov-
ince, Jay’s work will forever have set us on a course to innovative,
smart infrastructure. I’d ask all members to give Jay a warm
welcome and a thank you for his service.

1:50 Oral Question Period

The Speaker: Hon. members, yesterday we stuck to the 35-
second rule and no preambles to supplementals after question 5, so
let’s see if we can do the same thing today, starting with the
Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition. Your first main set of
questions.

Deaths of Children in Care

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, today the media shared a heartbreaking
story of a little girl who the system tragically failed. Failure after
failure meant that this infant died a preventable death while in the
care of the government. Bureaucracy, privacy, and a lack of
adequate resources contributed to this child’s untimely death. We
need to give Albertans confidence that our child protection prac-
tices are fully protecting children. Will the Premier agree to call a
full public inquiry into the issue of deaths of children in care?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, the situation that the hon. member
just recounted was indeed a tragic circumstance, which was fully
investigated through a fatality review inquiry. Each tragic circum-
stance of that nature is fully investigated through a fatality review
inquiry. We learn from those inquiries. We strive constantly to do
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better. We have thousands of people in this system who work
daily to make sure the lives of Alberta children who are in danger
or in need are improved and that they have the opportunity . . .

The Speaker: The hon. leader. First supplemental.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, the minister has held up the Child and
Youth Advocate as having complete authority to review child
deaths. However, as the advocate makes plain in his report of just
three weeks ago, this government continues to withhold infor-
mation and has provided no details about how it intends to
implement his recommendations. This is not acceptable. Will the
Premier agree to call a full inquiry into the issue of deaths of
children in care?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, the Child and Youth Advocate has
full access to information from the department. I met with the
Child and Youth Advocate this morning to deal with operational
pieces. His concern was not that he didn’t get the information but
is one of timeliness, which was an issue of a legal review and
those sorts of things. We’ve agreed to iron out that and to make
sure that he has access. He has full access electronically now and
will continue to have it. There is no issue with respect to the Child
and Youth Advocate having information from our department,
Human Services, with respect to children in care.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, the government’s restrictive privacy laws
contribute to Alberta’s lack of confidence in our province’s
handling of the deaths of children in care. While the minister has
cited the need for privacy, the priority for the government must be
to ensure that future avoidable deaths are not repeated. With the
battery of issues we now have before us, a round-table of MLAs
just isn’t enough. Will the Premier agree to call a full inquiry into
the issue of deaths of children in care?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, in fact, Alberta’s laws with respect to
disclosure are similar to the laws right across this country. I
checked on that, and that is the case. In fact, there is evidence to
suggest that other jurisdictions have actually modelled their laws
on ours. But what we have said is that we want to be best in class.
We want to do what’s in the best interests of all children and all
Albertans, so we will host a round-table. It won’t be an MLA
round-table although the MLA critics are invited to come. It’ll be
an expert round-table and one that hears all the necessary voices
so that we end up with the best policy in the country.

The Speaker: The hon. leader. Second main set of questions.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, other provinces don’t hide the nature or
the number of deaths.

Support for Victims of Child Sexual Abuse

Ms Smith: This government has a strange approach when it
comes to protecting children. The minister steadfastly defends the
status quo at every step. In his mind, there’s no room to improve
how his department works. Last year he turned down funding for
Be Brave Ranch, which helps to heal victims of child sexual
abuse. It wasn’t necessary, he implies. Albertans disagreed, and
today Be Brave Ranch is a reality. To the Premier: why is it that
her government rejects any improvements or innovations in how
we protect children?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, I have never once ever suggested that
we reject any suggestion about improvement. In fact, I have said
to virtually every question in this House that we look forward to

continuing to improve, continuing to learn, and continuing to do a
better job, and we will.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, we have on several occasions asked the
government to fund the treatment of child sexual abuse victims
with money from the victims of crime fund. Inexplicably, this
government refuses to even fund it out of the surplus that it has of
$50 million. To the Premier. Every Albertan knows that there is
no greater victim than the victim of child sexual abuse. Why is her
government not funding programs like Little Warriors out of the
victims of crime fund?

Ms Redford: Well, Mr. Speaker, from the first day that I became
the Minister of Justice, I was committed to making communities
safer. We work in partnership with professionals and social workers,
police officers, and health care professionals across this province
who put programs in place that they determine to be in the best
interests of all children who have violence committed upon them.
Now, I am not going to take the word of the Leader of the
Opposition that any particular program is the best program. The
reason that we have a system, a child welfare system, with
professionals and health care experts in it is to give us advice on
how to provide the best proper programming, and that’s . . .

The Speaker: Thank you.

Ms Smith: Fortunately, the folks at Little Warriors aren’t going to
wait for the government; they’re just going to do it anyway.

We’re asking for the government to spend money on the right
kinds of things. This government has money for lavish expense
accounts, severances for their friends, and layer upon layer of
senior managers, but they won’t spend victims of crime fund
money on helping victims of child sexual abuse. Will the Premier
commit her government to funding the important work of Little
Warriors so that they can make sure that they’re treating Albertans
who have suffered unspeakable crimes?

Ms Jansen: Mr. Speaker, there is excellent work being done in
this province in the area of child sexual abuse. It is evidence
based, it has measurable outcomes, and it has been done in some
cases for over 30 years. Yesterday we convened a group of more
than 27 stakeholders in this area. They will be informing us going
forward on where we put our funding and the decisions we make.
Little Warriors is at that table. They are part of a larger group who
will help us and inform us.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.
Third main set of questions.

Public-service Contract Negotiations

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, as most Albertans know, the Wildrose is
the party of fiscal restraint, but we are also the party of the rule of
law and due process. Across all sectors we believe government
should uphold the law, respect the processes in place, and abide by
the principles that distinguish us in a free and democratic society.
That includes bargaining in good faith with public-sector workers.
To the Premier: why has she abandoned the bargaining table and
revoked the legal right to arbitration, which Premier Lougheed
first created, to fairly settle contract disputes?

Ms Redford: Well, Mr. Speaker, we have been bargaining with a
number of public-sector unions this year and had some very
successful progress. We are currently involved in another round of
negotiation and are very much hoping that AUPE will be able to



3196

Alberta Hansard

November 28, 2013

come back to the table to ensure that we get a fair deal for
taxpayers and a fair deal for public servants. Our public servants
are valuable to our province. They provide the services and the
programs that we need and rely on. We want to make sure that
everyone is treated fairly, and we think we can get there.

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, in his day Premier Klein was able to
negotiate at the table reductions to public-sector salaries. He was
able to do so for one critical reason: he campaigned on it, and he
was elected to do it. Last election this Premier and her party prom-
ised the moon to everybody, including the public sector. To the
Premier: does she not realize that after making lofty promises to
public-sector workers during the election, she doesn’t have a leg
to stand on now when she tries to force a deal like this through?

Mr. Lukaszuk: Mr. Speaker, this is very rich coming from a
leader and a party that have campaigned on reducing public-sector
salaries by 20 per cent and freezing their pay until the deficit is
eliminated in this province.

Mr. Anderson: Point of order. Flat-out lies.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Mr. Speaker, the fact is that this province has
reached deals with teachers, with doctors, and we’re looking
forward to reaching another deal with our very valued employees
of the public sector.

2:00

Ms Smith: Mr. Speaker, they didn’t tell the truth about our plat-
form during the campaign. Why would I expect any more in here?

At the end of the day this is about honesty, and we all know that
this government has problems being honest. They promised
public-sector workers one thing in the election and delivered
something entirely different once elected. Earlier this year they
agreed to arbitration to settle these negotiations. Now they’re
about to break that promise and override the arbitration rights that
Premier Lougheed created to fairly settle these disputes. To the
Premier: will she abandon the heavy-handed tactics and get back
to the bargaining table in good faith?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all, it wouldn’t
be correct to characterize that we agreed to binding arbitration.
There’s a process by which the union applied for compulsory
arbitration under the act. But what we did promise Albertans was
fiscal restraint. What we did promise Albertans was that public-
sector salaries would be constrained this year as part of that fiscal
constraint program, and that is what we are delivering. The bill
that’s before the House allows bargaining to continue till the end
of January and, if progress is being made, to the end of March. It
does not take away that right to collective bargaining. We want
them back at the table.

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Airdrie, your point of order was
noted at 2 o’clock, which was the first supplemental answer to
your leader’s first supplemental question.

Let us move on to the leader of the Alberta Liberal opposition.

Deaths of Children in Care
(continued)

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Alberta Liberals wish to
thank Alberta social workers, front-line staff, and foster parents

who go above and beyond to rescue vulnerable children. The issue
we’ve been discussing this week isn’t them. Rather, the problem is
caused by this government covering up or, shall I say, not
reporting the true number of children who died in care. This
Conservative government has lost public trust and credibility on
this issue. To the Premier: what do you think is going to restore
public confidence? A chit-chat run by your secretive government
or an independent, impartial judicial inquiry?

Ms Redford: Well, Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member is actually
concerned about getting better outcomes in the child welfare
system, then we welcome his participation. Since this government
has been formed, we have introduced the Children First legis-
lation. We have an independent Child and Youth Advocate, which
is one of the reasons we can talk about these issues in the House
today. We’ve ensured that every fatality is reported and investi-
gated. That is how we improve the system, and that’s how we take
care of kids, not righteous indignation on the part of the leader.

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, the Alberta Liberal call or, shall I
say, the united opposition call for an inquiry is not about placing
blame on anyone. An independent, impartial judicial inquiry is the
best way to allow the facts to come out. Only then can we find the
best solutions, restore trust and confidence in the system, and
improve the safety of children in care. This is our goal and should
be the government’s goal. To the Premier: why won’t you restore
trust and confidence in the system by calling for an independent,
impartial judicial inquiry? What are you afraid of?

Mr. Hancock: Actually, Mr. Speaker, I think it’s almost unani-
mous now in the calls I’ve had from experts in the field that the
round-table that we’re proposing is a much better way to bring all
the important issues to the table, have an expert discussion
together with lived experience, have all the voices there, and
actually move forward to create the best possible policy for
children in this province. That’s what we’re going to do because
that’s what Albertans deserve.

Dr. Sherman: Mr. Speaker, the minister raised a very important
issue. The fact of the matter is that 78 per cent of the children who
died in care were of First Nations heritage. Responsibility for
them is shared between the federal government, the First Nations,
and the provincial government. I’ve written to the Prime Minister
asking him to investigate the deaths of the aboriginal children in
care. To the Premier: will you join me in bringing the federal
government, the First Nations, and the province of Alberta to the
table through an independent, public judicial inquiry so we can
finally get some answers and solutions?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member actually wanted
to add voice and value to this discussion, what he should do is
write to the Prime Minister and ask him to fund the DFNAs at the
same level as the child and family services authorities are funded.
That’s where the federal government could really step up. All of
the deaths of children in care have been investigated, and we have
jurisdiction in that area. We do have jurisdiction in that area. The
Child and Youth Advocate can investigate those. He doesn’t need
the federal government’s help to do that. But the resources for on-
reserve: now, that would be really nice. [interjections]

The Speaker: Silence, please. Thank you.
Let’s move on. Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood, the leader of
the ND opposition.
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Public-service Contract Negotiations
(continued)

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday was a
dark day for workers in this province, when this government
introduced draconian legislation that has forever changed labour
relations in this province. The right-wing Tea Party agenda of this
PC government shined brightly yesterday when they removed the
ability of public-service workers to bargain in good faith. Rather
than follow UN labour guidelines to respect the “recognition of
the right to collective bargaining,” this government is ramming
through a bill that violates basic human rights. To the Premier:
why isn’t this government respecting workers’ rights to enter
arbitration without imposing cuts to wages and . . .

The Speaker: The hon. member of the front bench, the Deputy
Premier.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Indeed, it was a
dark day in Alberta history yesterday because the protesters were
actually turning on the leader of the NDP, and that is something
new for this province.

Mr. Speaker, the fact is that this legislation does not impose
anything. It gives the AUPE and this government an opportunity
to negotiate in good faith until the end of January. I’m certainly
hoping that both parties will be able to reach an agreement much
like teachers and doctors and others have.

The Speaker: Hon. members, I did not interject yesterday, but
there are a lot of you interjecting today, and if it continues, I’1l
keep standing and you’re going to lose question period spaces.
Please keep that in mind, both sides of the House.

Let’s listen to what the supplemental is from the leader of the
New Democrat opposition, please.

Mr. Mason: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The leadership review is
over, and now the mask has slipped, revealing the true face of this
Premier. The latest attack on working families exceeds the wildest
dreams of Margaret Thatcher, Mike Harris, or Stephen Harper.
They have put a gun to the head of the public sector and threat-
ened leaders for even communicating with their own members.
My question is to the Premier. Why are you trampling on the
rights of workers and attacking the standard of living of their
families?

Ms Redford: Mr. Speaker, we are a province of 4 million people.
Those are 4 million people that make up families that work hard
every day in this province. Whether they are people that are in
public-sector unions or private unions or not in unions, we think
it’s important that they be valued and compensated fairly. That’s
why we have asked for the AUPE to come to the table and
continue to bargain until the end of January so that we can
actually get a deal that is fair for Alberta taxpayers, Alberta
families, 4 million people in Alberta, and for workers.

Mr. Mason: Well, Mr. Speaker, all the talk about being fair to
working people.

The latest consumer price index shows Alberta has the highest
rate of inflation in the country, 1.5 per cent across the province.
The unilateral contract to be imposed on public-sector workers —
and that’s what it is, Mr. Speaker — will actually result in workers
taking home less money to look after their families, to contribute
to the economy, or even to make ends meet. Why has this
government established a policy of reducing the living standards

of working families through the imposition of multiyear wage
freezes?

Mr. Lukaszuk: Mr. Speaker, what the member forgets to tell
Albertans is that we also have the highest average weekly earnings
in this province. The fact is that we value our front-line employees
— they deliver very valuable services throughout the government
of Alberta — just like we value teachers and doctors. We have
reached long-term deals for the benefit of students with our
teachers, for the benefit of patients with our doctors, and I'm
hoping that we can reach a deal with AUPE for the benefit of all
Albertans.

The Speaker: Thank you.

That concludes the first five. No more preambles to your
supplementals, please.

Let’s go on. Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo, followed by
Calgary-Shaw.

Health Services in Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo

Mr. Allen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. What should be the best
news possible, the birth of a child, is often the most frightening.
With roughly 130 to 150 births per month in my constituency and
only three obstetrician-gynecologists on staff many expectant
mothers are choosing to deliver their babies in other municipalities
to avoid long wait times. We desperately need to expand our
maternity care so that mothers-to-be are not forced to sit in
waiting rooms. To the Minister of Health: can you tell me what
the ministry is doing to improve the access to services for
mothers-to-be in my constituency?

Mr. Horne: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I can. First of all, certainly, births
are continuing to increase. Over the last year the average number
of births has reduced slightly, from 117 to 105. We’ve increased
the number of obstetrical-gynecological services this year. A fourth
ob-gyn physician has successfully been recruited. A fifth recently
signed a contract with Alberta Health Services. So we are well on
the way to increasing the capacity to deliver more and more babies
in Fort McMurray.

2:10
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Allen: Thank you. To the same minister: given that the
regional municipality of Wood Buffalo has a desire to build a
multilevel seniors’ village which contemplates commercial and
professional office space, would the minister consider including a
birthing centre in the same complex?

Mr. Horne: Well, no, Mr. Speaker, we would not. What we have
at the moment in Fort McMurray is a commitment to build a
continuing care facility to serve the needs of seniors, which is a
very important need, but we would not consider it safe from a
patient safety or quality perspective to house a birthing centre in a
seniors’ facility. What we are doing is looking at ways to expand
the capacity within the Northern Lights health centre.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Allen: Thank you. Again to the same minister: given that the
government has already selected land for a continuing care facility
and the municipality has deferred approval for further consulta-
tion, will you provide the criteria used in the selection process so
that stakeholders understand and we can get these projects moving
forward?
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Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, actually, we’ve done that on a
number of occasions, and as the hon. Minister of Infrastructure
may wish to supplement, we at the moment have two funded
projects, a primary health care centre and a continuing care centre,
ready to go. The land is set aside. We are awaiting permit approval
from the regional municipality of Wood Buffalo to proceed. Once
we have that, my understanding is that these projects will be under
way.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Shaw, followed by
Edmonton-Riverview.

Publication Ban on Children Who Die in Care

Mr. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today we heard another
heart-wrenching story of a young child who died under the
province’s care and whose parents are barred from speaking out.
For the province to forbid grieving parents from even mentioning
their child’s name publicly is simply cruel and unreasonable. The
Minister of Human Services says that this is to protect their
privacy, but across Canada almost all provinces lift this ban or
won’t enforce it when a child dies. Minister, is the legislation
really meant to protect privacy, or is it simply meant to protect the
interests of this government?

Mr. Hancock: First of all, Mr. Speaker, I think it’s important to
get the facts right. The facts are that there’s no prohibition on a
parent talking about their child. The fact is that there’s a
publication ban. The media cannot report the name or the picture
of a child who’s died in care, and that is what protects the privacy
of the family. The parent can talk in the community and often does
and should, and that’s part of the normal healing process,
absolutely. But we have indicated that although we in the 2011
legislation made it discretionary or optional to be able to allow
that information, we will meet in January. We will develop the . . .

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With a judge labelling the
practice of making up names or only referring to children by their
initials in fatality inquiries as dehumanizing, once again to the
same minister: is this dehumanizing law really designed to protect
privacy, or is it simply there to protect the interests of this
government?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, it was designed to protect privacy.
But, again, this hon. member and other critics are invited as we sit
down in January with the best experts available to talk about what
information should be made public in the interests of assurance
and what information should not in the interests of privacy. We
will do that, we will bring back the best policy in the country if
not in North America, and we will go forward to make sure that
we have that right balance. It’s a very difficult decision. It’s one
that’s not made easily. But it is important to protect other siblings,
caregivers, and others who might be unfairly accused and might
be unfairly represented, and that’s important, too.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the publication
bans appear to be nothing more than a smokescreen to protect this
government and keep the public in the dark about problems facing
the system, will the minister commit today to addressing the issue
and changing the legislation that gags parents after the death of a
child in care?

Mr. Hancock: I would reiterate for the hon. member, Mr.
Speaker, that parents are not gagged. Parents can talk about their
child, and they need to talk about their child. What is not allowed
is the publication of a name or a picture of a child who died in
care, and that’s because there are many others who may be
affected. There is a discretion to allow that publication now. We
brought that forward; I brought that forward in the Child and
Youth Advocate Act in the fall of 2011. That discretion is some-
times utilized in appropriate circumstances, but you have to look
at the circumstances on a case-by-case basis. We will, as I said,
have a full discussion on this in January. We will bring that back
to the Legislature in the spring, and we will . . .

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview,
followed by Chestermere-Rocky View.

Canadian Energy Strategy

Mr. Young: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Albertans understand the
importance of collaboration on critical issues like responsible
resource development. We know Alberta has enormous productive
capacity in the world’s third-largest oil reserve while New
Brunswick has Canada’s largest refinery and ocean access,
enabling world markets. My question is to the Minister of Energy.
With regard to discussions with Premier Alward are we connect-
ing the dots to take advantage of this opportunity between Alberta
and New Brunswick?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hughes: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, today we had the
unprecedented opportunity and honour of having Premier Alward
from New Brunswick come and address all Albertans through this
Chamber. The Canadian energy strategy has been an immensely
effective strategy led by and with the strong focus of the Premier
of this province. The Premier is focused on getting the job done.
We have a focus as the province of Alberta on ensuring that we
are a reliable, responsible partner in building Confederation, and
that is the role of Alberta today.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Young: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the minister:
given that Premier Alward referred to the Energy East project as a
game-changer and that we have called it a nation-building project,
what could this project mean to workers and families in Alberta
and Canada, not just the oil companies and pipeline companies?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Hughes: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, it’s clear
that Premier Alward shares our view in Alberta and the view of
many Albertans that we need to build a pipeline to tidewater, to
the ocean, to ensure that we get optimum price for our resources.
That means billions of dollars not just to the Treasury of the
province of Alberta but to industry and employment opportunities
for Canadians right across this country. The Premier of New
Brunswick spoke eloquently about his own family working in
Alberta and the contribution that that makes, and we’re very proud
of the fact that so many Canadians . . .

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Young: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the minister: how
important is the Canadian energy strategy to achieving success on
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these types of projects across the jurisdictions of Manitoba,
Ontario, Quebec, between here and New Brunswick?

Mr. Hughes: Well, it’s quite clear, Mr. Speaker, that the Canadian
energy strategy has been a key enabler to allow us as Albertans to
engage other Canadians. As we can see, other Canadians want to
engage us as well. They want to work very constructively with us
to help build the opportunities that we have in this country. You
know, the Canadian energy strategy and the success thereof will
come about because of these engagements with provinces like
New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
British Columbia, the Northwest Territories, and other commu-
nities that want to work with us to build Canada and help ensure
that all Canadians get employment.

Alberta Distance Learning Centre

Mr. McAllister: Mr. Speaker, parents across Alberta are starting
to feel the impact of this government’s broken-promise, back-in-
debt budget. In Education it looks like the Alberta Distance
Learning Centre is the latest casualty. ADLC has existed for 90
years and gives over 60,000 kids access to alternative learning
options that are not available in the class, but that program is now
in jeopardy. I’d like to ask the Minister of Education if he realizes
that he may have inadvertently put a bull’s eye on this program
and the kids that rely on it?

Mr. J. Johnson: Mr. Speaker, it’s a good question. I might direct
the member to check Hansard from a couple of days ago because
the Member for Barrhead-Morinville-Westlock actually asked
very similar questions, and we gave her the answers. I would tell
him again that the ADLC is a very important piece of the
education system in Alberta, and with their 90-year history, which
is a great history, they’re going to have a great future, too.

Mr. McAllister: Well, that’s four go-rounds at it, and we still
haven’t had an answer, Mr. Speaker.

The proof is in the pudding. The lack of foresight in Education
means that boards can longer afford this program. Given that the
ADLC estimates a 50 to 60 per cent reduction in enrolment next
year, which potentially means tens of thousands of kids, does the
minister not realize that without the program he is treating those
that use it currently as second class?

Mr. J. Johnson: Well, Mr. Speaker, nothing is further from the
truth. This was all debated during estimates, and we had questions
on it last year as well. The issue that we had with the funding with
respect to the ADLC was that there was some double-dipping
going on. We’re paying $1.56 for every dollar we’re putting into
the traditional classroom, so we’re paying more for distance
learning as a taxpayer. I hope that the hon. member can appreciate
that we want to get value for the taxpayer. When we know that e-
learning costs less to deliver, why are we paying 156 per cent of
what we’re paying for the traditional classroom?

Mr. McAllister: Mr. Speaker, I assure you that the boards in this
province sing a different tune. You don’t have to necessarily
answer me today, Minister, but you ought to speak to them.

Given that there will be a couple hundred teachers on the steps
of this Legislature in just a few days, probably a lot more, in fact,
how are you going to explain to them that dumping distance
learning makes any sense for the thousands of kids in Alberta that
rely on it?

Mr. J. Johnson: Mr. Speaker, it’s irresponsible statements like
that that create fear in these folks. There’s nothing of the sort
happening. As a matter of fact, there’s a very comprehensive
review of distance learning happening in this province right now.
It’s been going on for some time; it was started by the previous
minister. That report is coming due here very soon. In addition to
that, the minister of advanced education, myself, the superinten-
dent in charge of the ADLC, and the president of Athabasca
University have been talking about a province-wide symposium or
conference on e-learning in this province and the future of that.
This is a foundational piece of education going forward, but we’ve
got to make sure we’re going to get it right.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed
by Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

2:20 Pipeline Environmental Issues

Ms Blakeman: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. The Fraser
Institute has noted . . .

An Hon. Member: Whoa. Whoa.

Ms Blakeman: [ know. Listen up.

. that the key to transcontinental pipelines and further
development of the oil sands is the support of First Nations
people. Now, mix in the province’s poor reaction to environmental
issues, which disproportionately affect First Nations, Métis, and
Inuit. To the minister of environment: does the minister under-
stand that when the province does not do its job in environmental
and health protection affecting aboriginal peoples, it undermines
the oil industry and jeopardizes future development?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. McQueen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you for
the question. We care deeply about First Nations and all Albertans
in this province, and we care deeply about the environmental
issues in this province. That’s why we work with all Albertans, be
it First Nations or M¢étis, to make sure that we do have strong
environmental policies in place and make sure that we work with
Albertans on the concerns that they have when they raise them.
Just yesterday I was talking to Chief Adam about issues that they
have. We work very hard, as does the Minister of Aboriginal
Relations, directly with First Nations and Métis.

Ms Blakeman: Same minister, Mr. Speaker: why does this
government continue to minimize the concerns that are raised by
First Nations people? Just today hundreds of people from Treaty 8
were on the steps of the Legislative Assembly to protest the lack
of provincial accountability for damages done to their lands.

Mr. Campbell: Well, Mr. Speaker, first of all, I think the member
across the way is a little high on her number of people on the steps
of the Legislature today.

Mr. Speaker, I can say to you that we’ve had very engaging
discussions with all of the treaty organizations in the province of
Alberta. I’ve been to a number of communities, talked to chiefs
and councils, talked about the environment, talked about consulta-
tion, talked about economic opportunities, talked about education.
We’re changing the dialogue in Alberta. We’re partnering with
First Nations to make sure that they succeed in all the opportu-
nities that are available in this province, and looking after the
environment is one of those key objectives.
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Ms Blakeman: Talk is cheap, Mr. Speaker.

Back to the environment, minister: why does the polluter not
pay in Alberta? They get an educational lecture, but they don’t
have to pay costs, and they don’t seem to get any kind of a serious
fine. Why is that?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. McQueen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Maybe we need to
spend some time together because, quite frankly, if there are
environmental issues that happen in this province, the companies
are fined. That’s why we actually take the time to do the investi-
gations, which the members across the way never want us to take.
But we, quite frankly, in our ministry take the time to do the
investigation, and if there are charges to be laid, we lay them, and
then the industry, companies pay for that.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, we seem to be having some technical diffi-
culties with the sound system. It’s not coming through as loudly.
I’ve had three notes already. Let’s speak up a little bit if we could.

Aboriginal Children

Mr. Bilous: Mr. Speaker, this week the media revealed the deep
crisis of children in care in Alberta, a crisis this PC government
wanted to keep secret. Nothing is more troubling than the
disproportionate number of indigenous children in care and the
appalling number of deaths of indigenous children. Will the
minister admit that there is a crisis facing indigenous children in
care and that it warrants a full public inquiry? If not, why not?

Mr. Hancock: Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that there’s an
overrepresentation of aboriginal children in the care system, and
that is something that we have been working hard on. We’re
building relationships with First Nations and with the Mgétis
Nation of Alberta to deal with that issue, and we’re achieving
success. In fact, the numbers last year of aboriginal children in
care went down, and they’re going down again this year. It’s not
yet a trend, but it is evidence of very good work happening. More
work needs to be done, and we will continue to do that work. It is
absolutely a focus of our government through band designates,
through DFNAs to deal with that issue.

Mr. Bilous: Mr. Speaker, given that children at risk in indigenous
communities receive significantly less funding than nonindigen-
ous children and given that 70 per cent of children in care are
indigenous, why won’t this minister stop passing the buck to other
governments, recognize our moral responsibility, and do what is
necessary to fix the inequality faced by Alberta’s indigenous
children?

Mr. Campbell: Well, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the question, but
one thing the hon. member should understand — maybe he should
attend at a few First Nations communities. This is a very serious
issue that First Nations take very seriously. There’s a process
within First Nations communities, and it’s important for us as a
government to understand that process, and it’s important for us as
a government to build the relationships and work in partnership.

Mr. Speaker, this Minister of Human Services, who has done
more than any member in this House has when looking after
children, has started to build those relationships. We met with the
treaty organizations and will continue . . .

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. member.

Mr. Bilous: Where are the dollars, Mr. Minister?

Mr. Speaker, given that only 9 per cent of children in Alberta
are indigenous yet account for a staggering 78 per cent of children
who have died in foster care since 1999 and given that this
government is able to find billions of dollars for the flood crisis,
will the minister take responsibility and provide adequate funding
to the crisis facing indigenous children to ensure that they receive
a level of funding at least equal to nonindigenous children, and if
not, why not?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Aboriginal Relations.

Mr. Campbell: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. As I said, we’ve
had a few conversations with First Nations across this province
and with the Métis and with the Inuit, and we are putting programs
in place. On December 9 we will announce our aboriginal women’s
council. We’ll provide economic opportunities for single mothers
in this province to have secure and stable homes so they can raise
their children in them. We’re going to have economic opportu-
nities initiatives announced on December 9 — we’ll meet with the
chiefs again — that are going to provide opportunities to First
Nations. We have First Nations in this province who have zero
unemployment and zero children in care. We are going to continue
to work with First Nations and partner with them to get to a
solution and make sure that we do the best for all of our children
in this province.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks, followed
by Grande Prairie-Smoky.

Seniors’ Care in Brooks

Mr. Hale: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This spring the Minister of
Health met with families regarding conditions in the AgeCare
facilities in Brooks. There’s still work to be done to ensure that an
adequate number of staff are hired to deliver proper care. In
addition to auditing the facilities, the minister conducted an
investigation under the Protection for Persons in Care Act. This
was expected to be completed in August, but it has not yet been
released. The families want this report. To the Minister: when will
you release the results of this investigation?

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, it is true that we did launch two
investigations into two facilities in Brooks earlier this year. As I
mentioned before in response to other concerns, we take all of
these issues very, very seriously. At the member’s request I met
with representatives of his constituency who expressed these
concerns. We released the public inspection reports. I am awaiting
the Protection for Persons in Care Act report. Under certain
circumstances we can share most of that information; whatever we
can we certainly will in this instance.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Hale: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the families
are waiting, as soon as you get that report, you will contact the
families, I hope.

Given that the main problems have been exposed and the
investigation is complete and I’m still hearing a few concerns over
the staff-to-patient ratio, Minister, when will you take action on
the results of this investigation and other complaints?
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Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, let’s not forget the fact that we
took immediate action as soon as these allegations were raised by
this member with me in this House. That consisted of sending a
team from Alberta Health Services and my department to both
facilities. It included monitoring the operations at those facilities
for a period of time, and it includes ongoing monitoring to ensure
that both facilities are meeting the continuing care accommodation
standards and continuing care health standards. This is aggressive
action taken in response to very serious allegations.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Hale: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. That’s great.

Given that it took significant public pressure to facilitate a
timely response on the former degrading situations, what concrete
steps is this government taking to ensure that complaints don’t go
unresolved for three years like they did in Brooks so families
don’t have to go through a public spectacle to get quality care for
loved ones?

2:30

Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, you know, public spectacles
aside, as we’ve demonstrated in this House, particularly in
response to this hon. member’s concerns, we act immediately
upon receipt of complaints, very serious allegations, some of
which were not upheld in this case but nonetheless which we take
very seriously upon their presentation. We continue to have
among the most aggressive health and accommodation standards
you will find in the country. We are continually improving our
audit and inspection processes, and we follow up on the recom-
mendations following those inspections.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Grande Prairie Smoky, followed by Little
Bow.

Winter Road Maintenance

Mr. McDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Throughout the
convention for the Association of Municipal Districts and
Counties earlier this month delegates that I talked to were
concerned about the standards of and maintenance being
performed on provincial roads and highways. My question this
afternoon is to the hon. Minister of Transportation. What is being
done to improve not only the safety but the driving conditions on
Alberta’s rural highways?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Mclver: Well, thanks, Mr. Speaker. The hon. member often
puts a burr under my saddle on this when he hears from his
constituents. Every year in winter people complain. We take those
complaints seriously. We pass them on to the contractor. We try to
get resolution. Again, we never ignore these things. I would
encourage the hon. member to give details wherever he can, and
we will try to address those things.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. McDonald: Thank you. Again to the same minister: given
the comments from the delegates, will your department be holding
competitions on your maintenance contracts or raising your
minimum standards for contracting companies?

Mr. Mclver: Well, Mr. Speaker, we tender out our maintenance
contracts. There are some occasions where somebody that wins a

contract can have it extended if they’ve met their obligations, but
we tender those out in a transparent way in order to get the best
service for the best price for Albertans. Nonetheless, problems
come up from time to time. Some contractors on any given day
will behave differently than others, so it requires constant
vigilance. We provide that. We have GPS equipment on the
equipment that says how fast they’re going, whether the blades are
up or down, how much salt and sand material are going on the
road, and we’ll continue to do that.

Mr. McDonald: No further questions. Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you.
Let’s move on to Little Bow, followed by Calgary-Hawkwood.

Breast Cancer Screening

Mr. Donovan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For women up to 49
years of age a risk of being diagnosed with any type of cancer is 1
in 500. About 36 per cent of these cancers diagnosed in this age
group will be breast cancer. Routine breast cancer screening with
a mammogram can reduce breast cancer deaths by 30 per cent.
However, women under 40 are being denied this because of
AHS’s policy to test only 40 and over. Will the health minister
change AHS policy to offer young women who find a lump in
their breast immediate access to mammograms?

Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, cancer is a growing issue in our
health care system, as it is in all of Canada. As the hon. member
will know, about 42 Albertans are diagnosed with cancer and
about 15 people die from cancer each day in our province. To
make decisions both about the extensive infrastructure we have
and the treatment that is provided, we rely on clinical evidence
that’s evaluated by experts. We have a strategic clinical network
in Alberta on cancer. They recommend protocols based on
evidence around testing such as that the hon. member described.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Donovan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that breast cancer
can go undetected for a long period of time and that women under
the age of 40 by even a few months are refused mammograms
even with a doctor’s requisition, will you ensure that if a doctor
recommends a mammogram, any woman, regardless of her age, is
going to be able to get one?

Mr. Horne: Well, Mr. Speaker, there’s absolutely no issue in
Alberta with services such as the hon. member is describing being
delivered upon the recommendation of a physician. I think the
point here is that we rely on clinical evidence evaluated by
clinicians to make these determinations when we issue protocols
or guidelines in the system. Ultimately, the clinical judgment of
the physician will prevail.

Mr. Donovan: Mr. Speaker, given that when a doctor does give a
requisition and if you’re under the age of 40 by even a few
months, it’s up to the staff to decide whether they do the mammo-
gram or not, could you please guarantee that women get this
access as it is vital?

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, what I will guarantee is that this health
care system will continue based on evidence and based on the
clinical judgment of oncologists, physicians, and other health care
professionals that Albertans get access to the services they need,
including tests. Politicians don’t make these rules. Clinicians
evaluate evidence, which is changing on a regular basis, and they



3202

Alberta Hansard

November 28, 2013

design protocols around services in accordance with that evidence.
That’s the kind of health care system we operate in Alberta.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Hawkwood, followed
by Innisfail-Sylvan Lake.

Seniors’ Housing

Mr. Luan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As people enter into their
senior years, it is disheartening to learn that many of them have to
move out of their communities that they have been part of for
decades, becoming disconnected from friends and family and
uprooted from their community simply because there are not
enough seniors’ homes nearby. My question is to the Associate
Minister of Seniors. Have any thoughts been given by your
ministry to convert old or unused schools or day cares into
seniors’ homes?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. VanderBurg: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I thank the
member for the question. In fact, it was just a number of weeks
ago that I was up in Peace River, and we opened up a seniors’
facility with Points West that did exactly what you said. We
repurposed the site with the co-operation of the community, with
the proper zoning. Where appropriate I think it’s very valuable to
do that. You know, we’re building a thousand new units each and
every year, and we have to continue that. With the demographic
change that we’re faced with here in this province, we need to
continue that at an even faster pace if possible.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Luan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the same associate
minister: given the huge demand for seniors’ homes and the
limited government resources, what services can your ministry
provide for a group of residents in Silver Springs in my riding
who want to work with government to build such facilities in
nearby places?

Mr. VanderBurg: Mr. Speaker, as you know, each and every
year through the ASLI grant process we’ve partnered with faith-
based organizations, with foundations, with private companies,
with profit companies, anybody that we can partner with and use
the leverage of that partnership. Last year in Calgary alone we
partnered with companies providing an additional 600 sites. I'm
sure that AHS will identify more sites as we go forward, and if
budget allows, we’ll continue to build at the pace we are.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Luan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same associate
minister: given that public-private partnerships have been
championed in this fiscal environment, does your ministry have
money set aside to continue to do matching funds for P3 seniors’
homes like what has been used for Wing Kei nursing home in
Calgary?

Mr. VanderBurg: Mr. Speaker, Wing Kei is just a classic example
of a great partnership with an organization. We’ve cofunded a site
there. I can assure the member that every penny that’s in my
budget every year gets allocated as quickly as possible, and when
the new budget comes about next year and the year after, we’ll
continue to be very aggressive. The only way that we can keep
ahead of this curve with the demographic change is to increase
capacity, and we’ll do that.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Innisfail-Sylvan Lake,
followed by Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Continuing and Long-term Care Placements

Mrs. Towle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This week the Minister of
Health assured Albertans that the 100-kilometre first available bed
policy had been rescinded and no longer existed. That was despite
evidence to the contrary. However, another family just yesterday
sounded the alarm, saying that yesterday Alberta Health staff in
the central region told them that the government has simply
reduced the policy from 100 kilometres to 80 kilometres. To the
Associate Minister of Seniors: is your government trying to do a
workaround of the 100-kilometre policy by just reducing it to 80
kilometres?

Mr. VanderBurg: Well, you know, it may be a smart-sounding
question, but I’'m going to tell you that the folks here on this side
and the people that work in Alberta Health Services work with
families to make sure that families get the appropriate space. I'm
going to tell you, Mr. Speaker, that every year there are between
7,000 and 8,000 placements either from acute-care facilities or
from community into continuing care facilities. It’s not easy to
place everybody exactly where the family wants, but I can assure
you that every step is being made to accommodate that.

2:40

Mrs. Towle: Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s unfortunate that the
Associate Minister of Seniors doesn’t know that his government is
reducing it to the 80-kilometre rule. On June 19 the issues
manager for the Premier tweeted out that central region is using
David Thompson health region policy of 80 kilometres as their
interim policy for seniors in care. Would someone on the other
side like to explain the 80-kilometre rule to Albertans?

Mr. VanderBurg: Like I said earlier, you know, if this member
wants to stand up and grandstand about 80 kilometres or whatever
kilometres, she can do that, but I’'m going to tell you — and I’'m
going to defend the system that’s in place — that we try to put
family members as close together as possible. We want to make
sure that when there’s a couple that needs placing, when there’s a
spouse that needs additional care, we think about that placement
and that we be very mindful of the situation that we need to place
people out of acute-care facilities and into a home-like setting as
fast as possible.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Towle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I can honestly say that
Albertans across this province do not think at any moment in time
that speaking on behalf of defending Albertans and keeping
couples together and keeping families or seniors in their
communities is grandstanding. The question to minister is: why
are you not standing up for seniors and eliminating the 80-
kilometre rule as a whole?

Mr. Horne: Mr. Speaker, I'm very glad this hon. member is
raising this issue again today. The policy of this government is
very clear. It is to place seniors, when they require facility-based
care, in the facility which can best meet their needs. Whether that
be dementia or Alzheimer’s, whether it be other specified needs,
the policy is to place the senior in the most appropriate facility
that can meet their needs. Wherever possible that is closest to
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home and it is with a spouse, but the most important piece of this
policy is that people get the care that they require.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, 16 questions were recognized today with
supplementals taking us to about 96.

I want to thank the hon. Member for Fort McMurray-Wood
Buffalo for forgoing any preamble, but I think the prize of the day
goes to the Member for Grande Prairie-Smoky, who came into this
House about a year and a half ago but came into the world on this
day many years earlier. Thank you, hon. member, for forgoing
your question’s second supplemental, and congratulations on your
birthday. Also, kudos to Edmonton-Riverview and Little Bow for
shortening their preambles.

In 30 seconds from now we will continue with Introduction of
Guests, followed by Members’ Statements.

Introduction of Guests
(continued)

The Speaker: Hon. members, we are well into the time allotted
normally for the introduction of guests; however, we’re going to
go back through. I recognize that some of the guests may have
left, so if you need to put something on the record, please do so. If
not, forgo your spot in the interest of time.

Let us start with Sherwood Park.

Ms Olesen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my pleasure today to
rise before you and introduce to you and through you to all
members of this Assembly the attendance earlier of 50 fine young
people from St. Theresa Catholic school from my constituency of
Sherwood Park. They were accompanied by teachers Luba
Eshenko; Mrs. Cynthia Metzger; and parents Dave Laforce; Mark
Ramsankar, president of the Alberta Teachers’ Association; and
Father Slavko Dume¢. Thanks for being with us today.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Strathmore-Brooks.

Mr. Hale: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure today
to rise and introduce to you and through you 25 bright young
minds from the grade 6 class at Bassano school. I have many great
schools in my constituency, but Bassano school is a little special
to me because I graduated from that school a few short years ago.
Accompanying them today are nine parents, their teachers, and
their school principal: Len Sproule, principal; Della Armstrong, a
teacher; Janice Schaffer, a teacher; Melanie Chapman, a newly
elected school board representative; Matthew Henry; Lorraine
Bouwman; Tanya Moss; Amy Richards; Alanna Magnusson; Sung
Mi Lee; Sandra Maloney; and Desirea Cunningham.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Hon. members, any other school groups that were
here that would like to be recorded? No?

In that case, let’s move on with others. Mr. Deputy Premier, did
you have an introduction for the record?

Mr. Lukaszuk: I certainly do, Mr. Speaker. It gives me great
pleasure to introduce to you and through you to all members of
our Assembly an executive and executive assistant of the Alberta
Congress Board, which is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization
that hosts the annual Workplace Conference in Jasper. Its mission
is to bring diverse stakeholders together from business, labour,
and government. I’m pleased to inform you that in the fall of 2014

the Congress Board will be celebrating 40 years of service to
Alberta. Today with us is Mr. Don Diduck, who has been a director
for over 20 years, and his executive assistant, Kimberlee Sears.
Please rise and receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs, followed
by the Minister of Justice and Solicitor General.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m very glad that our
guest endured the last hour and 20 minutes and remained here in
order that she could be introduced. It is indeed a pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to members of this Assembly
Angela Groeneveld. She’s one of the Albertans who has worked
absolutely tirelessly to help rebuild her community since this
summer’s catastrophic flooding. Angela Groeneveld is a business
renewal officer for the town of High River and has been instru-
mental in developing economic plans and strategies to restructure
the town’s commerce community. With her background as a
business counsellor and mentor she has provided incredible
experience to business owners and entrepreneurs throughout the
area by fostering relationships between key stakeholders and
government partners.

Mr. Speaker, High River does not want to be remembered as the
town hardest hit by the flood. They want to be remembered as the
town, the community, that came back the strongest. Moving
forward, it is essential for the town to continue building on its
strengths, including fostering a thriving business community.

I know I’m not the only one who considers Angela a hero, Mr.
Speaker, for offering her expertise, but I’'m one of her biggest
fans, and I thank her from the bottom of my heart for everything
she’s done. Angela is seated in the members’ gallery. I’d ask her
to rise and receive the traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition,
followed by the Liberal opposition leader.

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my pleasure to introduce
to this Assembly some representatives of Little Warriors, a one-
of-a-kind national charity dedicated to helping victims of child
sexual abuse heal and move on with their lives. Today is a
landmark day for Little Warriors and for sexual abuse victims
across Canada. This morning I was delighted to attend their
announcement that they have reached their goal and the Be Brave
Ranch will soon be a reality.

Here on behalf of Little Warriors earlier today were Brandy and
Halie, two survivors of abuse; Allison Lee, a wonderful young
lady whose passionate YouTube video about Little Warriors has
moved thousands of Albertans; Kelly Benson; and Tory Taruba. I’d
ask that they receive the hearty congratulations of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the Liberal opposition, followed
by the Minister of Culture.

Dr. Sherman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to all members of this Assembly
an outstanding individual, Dan Bildhauer. He was joined earlier
by his friends Harjinder Singh Gill and Tariq Chaudhry. The
South Asian community of Edmonton, in collaboration with other
community organizations, is holding an intercultural and interfaith
fundraising dinner for the victims of the natural disaster in the
Philippines. The banquet will be held on Sunday, December 1,
starting at 5 p.m. onwards, at the Maharaja Banquet Hall in
Edmonton. I thank the South Asian community for showing
solidarity and sympathy for fellow human beings at this time of
great need and for their work in partnership with the Canadian
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Red Cross to help alleviate human suffering and hardships. I
would ask Dan Bildhauer to rise and receive the traditional warm
welcome of the Assembly.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Denis: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to
introduce to you and through you to all members of the Assembly
a lovely young lady, Isabelle Steppan. Isabelle’s dad, Mat, is my
chief of staff, and I also know her mother, Pamela. We all know
how proud both of them are of Isabelle and her younger brother,
Noah. I’d ask that she please stand and receive the warm welcome
of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Culture, followed by
Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

2:50

Mrs. Klimchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m thrilled to rise
today and introduce to you and through you to the members of the
Assembly two members of the Premier’s Council on Culture. The
chair, Mr. Todd Hirsch, chief economist with ATB Financial, and
the vice-chair, entrepreneur and best-selling author, Mr. Todd
Babiak, are here with us today, enjoying question period. Council
members serve us as the voices and champions of our collective
cultural sector. They are incredible community leaders working on
a long-term, province-wide cultural plan that aims to make
Alberta’s cultural sector one of the best in the world. I am so
looking forward to the ideas and the wisdom that these creative
minds will offer for a sustainable sector. I’d ask that they rise to
receive the warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker:  Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview,
Strathcona-Sherwood Park.

followed by

Mr. Bilous: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure to rise
today and introduce to you and through you to all members of the
Assembly my guests from Treaty 6, Treaty 7, and Treaty 8. My
guests are here today because they want to make it absolutely
clear, as they did during their rally today, that they are not in
favour of this PC government’s consultation policy nor their
response to the Obed coal slurry. This disrespect for First Nations
members’ concerns has led to a weak and inadequate consultation
policy and has produced considerable mistrust from indigenous
stakeholders, whose comments have been completely ignored. I
would ask my guests to rise as I call their names: Kevin
Ahkimnachie, Freida Cardinal, Shannon Houle, Francesca
Kiyawasew, Jesse Cardinal, Mel Grandbouis, Chief Laboucan,
Chief Courterielle, Chief Mackinaw, Victor Horseman, and a
young chief from Beaver Lake.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.
The hon. Member for Strathcona-Sherwood Park, followed by
Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Mr. Quest: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It gives me great
pleasure to introduce to you and through you to all members of
this Assembly a constituent of mine, Pierre Cormier. Pierre counts
the Hon. David Alward, Premier of New Brunswick and our
visitor to this Assembly earlier today, as a family friend. Clarence
Cormier, Pierre’s father, was a former Minister of Education for
the province of New Brunswick. Pierre is seated in the members’
gallery, and I’d ask that he now rise and receive the traditional
warm welcome of this House.

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie, your first of
two introductions.

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I have two
introductions. Today I would like to introduce to you and through
you to all members of the Assembly guests from my constituency
of Edmonton-Ellerslie that are members of the Summerside
Community League and the Summerside playground committee
who were very instrumental in helping to build the new Michael
Strembitsky playground. They worked very, very hard to raise a
significant amount of money, and I would like to thank the
committee. Please rise as I call out your names. Joining us today
are Tracey Marshall Craig, chair of the playground committee,
and her son Flynn Craig — please stand — Gale Johnson and her
daughter Haley Johnson; Nicole Lindberg; Wendy Westren; and
Kathy Murphy and her daughter Emily Murphy. I’d ask all of my
colleagues to give them the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, my second introduction. As you well know,
southeast Edmonton is one of the fastest growing communities in
Edmonton, and joining us today is the president of the
Summerside Community League, Danielle Thorkelsson, as well as
the vice-president of the community league, Michelle Gosselin.
The ladies have worked extremely hard to build the playground as
well as capture the multicultural spirit of southeast Edmonton.
Once again, I’d ask my colleagues to please give them the tradi-
tional warm welcome of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Mr. Eggen: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure to rise
today to recognize my guests that were here previously: Amarjeet
Singh Grewal, Surinder Singh Braich, and Harpreet Singh Gill.
The South Asian community of Edmonton is organizing a fund-
raiser for victims of the calamity in the Philippines, and I
encourage everyone to participate in this humanitarian effort. It
will be taking place at the Maharaja Banquet Hall at 5 p.m. on
December 1. I just wanted to acknowledge the efforts of the Indo-
Canadian community and South Asian community, who are
always there to help the larger community here in the province of
Alberta. I hope I see everybody out there on Sunday.
Thank you.

The Speaker: Are there others?
Just before we go to Members’ Statements, Government House
Leader, did you wish to rise?

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I would. I’d like to
ask unanimous consent that the Routine be extended up to 3:30 in
order to make up the time that we allowed the Premier of New
Brunswick to attend on the House.

[Unanimous consent granted]

The Speaker: We’ll continue the Routine until we finish, provided
that happens before 3:30. We’ll go on with members’ statements,
beginning with Edmonton Ellerslie.

Members’ Statements

Michael Strembitsky School Playground

Mr. Bhardwaj: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’m proud to
stand today and recognize the recent opening of the Michael
Strembitsky school playground in my constituency of Edmonton-
Ellerslie. On September 11 1 was privileged to be part of the
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ribbon-cutting ceremony at this brand new playground. Most
importantly, I was honoured to stand alongside dedicated mem-
bers of the Summerside Community League and Summerside
playground committee when the new structure was unveiled and
opened to community members. Many of these community
members are here today in the gallery. It is because of these hard-
working and dedicated individuals that children and their families
in Edmonton-Ellerslie as well as the students at the Michael
Strembitsky school now have a brand new playground to enjoy.

In addition to local fundraising completed by the community
members, this project was also complemented by provincial grant
programs. Over the past five years the provincial government has
provided over $29 million worth of funding through the
community facility enhancement program, which is available to
organizations to plan, upgrade, and develop community-use
facilities to enhance the lives and well-being of its users. Mr.
Speaker, this also includes playgrounds.

In addition to CFEP, additional funding has also been provided
through the community initiatives program, enriching commu-
nities and local citizens, to respond to the local needs regarding
facilities construction and equipment purchases among many other
things. Over the past five years, Mr. Speaker, over $32 million has
been funded through these grant programs to help build a very
important part of Alberta’s communities.

I would like to once again thank the members of the
Summerside Community League and the playground committee
for their unwavering dedication to supporting families and foster-
ing community-based initiatives throughout the neighbourhood.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall, followed by
Calgary-Fort.

Sikh Community Generosity

Mr. Kang: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Typhoon Haiyan struck the
Philippines on November 7 with winds up to 315 kilometres an
hour and waves over five metres high. The devastation it wrought
was unimaginable, destroying homes and villages and costing over
5,000 lives. The Filipino community in Alberta was quick to
respond, raising money and supplies for those in need. This
tragedy was great, and the Filipino community called upon and
co-ordinated their efforts with other immigrant communities.

Thanks to the president of the Dashmesh Culture Centre, Mr.
Jarnail Singh Nijjar, members of the Sikh community heard the
call, and on November 17 they set up a table in the temple and
raised over $30,000 for Typhoon Haiyan from the Sikh
community. The Sikh community’s response was overwhelming.

We as a community have a history of helping others in times of
need. From strong support for a local women’s shelter to continual
support of the Inter-Faith Food Bank and the Mustard Seed, the
Sikh community has been at the forefront of generosity. When
those in Haiti and Kashmir suffered a horrible earthquake, the
Sikh community stepped forward. When the floodwater ravaged
Calgary, the community raised $35,000 in the temple and another
$175,000 and seven and a half tonnes of food in less than a day
through the RED FM Radiothon.

But the Sikh community’s commitment to humanitarian causes
has not been just financial. All of the Sikhs were not free. When
the forces of tyranny allied themselves against the free peoples of
the world, the Sikhs fought nobly for honour, for freedom, and for
peace. Between the two world wars over 109,000 Sikhs were
wounded and 83,000 Sikhs laid down their lives. But the battles
the Sikhs fought were not limited to Southeast Asia. The freedom

of Europe is dependent upon the tens of thousands of Sikhs who
fought bravely in trenches and fields far from home.

I wish to thank the Sikh community for their compassion,
generosity, and sacrifice. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort, followed by
Dunvegan-Central Peace-Notley.

Chris Gibbons

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On November 23 many of us
here in the Legislature lost a dear friend. Chris Gibbons came to
Alberta in 1988 with his wife, Collette. He discovered a passion
for software design and in 1990 started his own software design
company, Caseworks Systems. A skilled entrepreneur, it wasn’t
long before Chris was designing programs for communities across
the prairies. He designed many of the daily programs used by
health inspectors and health care providers today. Chris remained
the president of Caseworks Systems for 28 years.

3:00

In 1992 he became involved in politics as an active member of
our Progressive Conservative Party. He was president of the
Calgary-Fish Creek PC association for nine years, only stepping
down when issues with his health made it impossible to continue.
Chris was proud of his involvement in provincial politics, and we
were very lucky to have him.

His greatest pride and joy, however, was his family. Mr. Speaker,
before becoming Chris’s loving wife, Collette had been his high
school sweetheart. She passed away in 2004, but together they
were blessed with a loving, happy family filled with children and
grandchildren. In this difficult time our thoughts are with Chris’s
family: the children, Jennifer and Chris, and grandchildren, Riley,
Victoria, Anastasia, and Aria.

Upon receiving a letter from our Premier while resting in the
hospice — Chris was aware of his situation — he said: I’ve had a
good run. That is something we can all agree with, Mr. Speaker.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Dunvegan-Central Peace-
Notley, followed by the Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.

Grande Prairie Regional College

Mr. Goudreau: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On October 23 the
rankings for Canada’s top 50 research colleges for 2013 were
released, and I’'m so pleased to report that the Grande Prairie
Regional College and its campuses across the northwest, including
Fairview, fared extremely well. GPRC was ranked number 1 for
growth, number 3 for research intensity, and number 15 for
research funding. This is a noteworthy change from the ranking
last year of number 43.

This achievement is credited in part to the hard work of the
college staff and the board and in part as well to the establishment
of the National Bee Diagnostic Centre a year ago. The centre is
the only federal bee research program in the country and looks at
bee health as well as offers honeybee diagnostic services and
surveillance data to industry and government bodies right across
Canada.

Alberta is strongly represented in the ratings, with SAIT and
NAIT leading in research colleges, placing first and second
respectively in research income, but GPRC’s ranking attracted a
total of $2.56 million and saw a phenomenal growth rate of 377
per cent, far more than any other institution. The members of the
faculty at GPRC are to be credited for this incredible success with
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their projects on social and environmental research as well as bee
population health and diagnostic research.

I would like to recognize and congratulate the faculty and staff
at GPRC and the other Alberta colleges who made the rankings
for their leadership in investing in quality research. I’'m very proud
of our colleges for achieving this national recognition, which will
undoubtedly have a positive impact on our communities and our
province. There is a bright future for students for many years to
come.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposi-
tion, followed by Edmonton-Manning.

Be Brave Ranch

Ms Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Earlier today I was thrilled to
attend a news conference announcing that the Be Brave Ranch, a
first-of-its-kind treatment facility for victims of childhood sexual
abuse, will finally become a reality. The Be Brave Ranch is the
vision of Glori Meldrum and the Little Warriors, a national
charitable organization that exists to educate adults on how to
prevent, recognize, and react to child sexual abuse.

Mr. Speaker, as Glori always points out, sexual abuse is not a
minor crime. It is a horrific crime, that can and often does leave
lasting scars on its young victims. These scars come with great
pain and can only heal when the community steps up and decides
that it’s going to help, and that is what Glori and the Little
Warriors have done with the help of so many volunteers and
donors. Together they have raised the $3.5 million they needed to
open the ranch entirely from private contributions. The ranch will
open this summer and operate for a two-year trial period, during
which time it aims to treat 100 children per year.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to close with some comments from foster
mom Brandy, herself a victim of child sexual abuse, who chose to
adopt Halie, also a victim of this heinous crime, who just found
out today that she will be one of the first children to be treated at
the ranch. She says: I know all too well the true cost of what
happens when children have their innocence taken from them by
people we thought we knew: innocence, self esteem, pride, and
value, ripped unexpectedly in the most vile ways. Then she goes
on: the Be Brave Ranch will bring light where there was once only
shadows, and it’ll mean that kids will have a chance to be kids
again, and parents will be able to see their kids smile again, really,
truly smile; you never know what a blessing that is until you
watch your child’s smile be stolen, unsure if or when it will return.
Parents and kids will be given the gift of knowing how to deal
when memories come instead of . . .

The Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.
Edmonton-Manning.

Brintnell Park

Mr. Sandhu: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to
rise today to talk about a better way to build play parks. This
summer [ was honoured to attend the grand opening of Brintnell
Park in my riding, a community that raised a lot of money,
including winning a $100,000 grant from Schneider’s through
social media. I’m thrilled that another community in my riding,
Hollick-Kenyon, will see their decade of hard work pay off with a
new park next spring.

However, the average price of neighbourhood play parks is
between $600,000 and $1 million, or close to 500,000 hot dogs if
you’re trying to raise money with barbecues. Although grants are

available, a community must still raise the initial half million
dollars for the matching funds. This idea works fine when the park
costs only $100,000 to build, but it does not any longer. Instead of
taking months to raise enough money, it’s now taking years, Mr.
Speaker.

So why do communities do it? The playground is a meeting area
for a community, a place where a family can play, exercise, and
meet their neighbours. A more engaged neighbourhood can result
in less crime, Mr. Speaker. Children who play do better in school.
Families who play together are happier and healthier.

It takes too long to build parks. We need out-of-the-box thinking.
Since 2008 1 have met many municipal leaders to discuss options,
with no results. Developers should set aside $1,000 per lot for park
building. I would urge all my colleagues to work together to develop
policy that will ensure that every neighbourhood in Alberta has a
play park.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Notices of Motions
The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Transportation.

Mr. Mclver: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise pursuant to Standing
Order 34(3) to advise the House that on Monday, December 2,
2013, written questions 42 and 43 will be accepted.

Tabling Returns and Reports

The Speaker: The hon. Member for St. Albert, followed by
Calgary-Mountain View.

Mr. Khan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Pursuant to section 15(2) of
the Alberta Heritage Savings Trust Fund Act I am pleased to table
the 2013-2014 second-quarter update on the Alberta heritage
savings trust fund. Copies were distributed to members’ offices
earlier this week.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Mountain View or
someone on behalf of? Edmonton-Centre, then, followed by
Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Ms Blakeman: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. Lucky me. I get
to do all kinds of people’s. I’ve got two of my own to start with,
that are related. The first is copies of news stories about the
walkout of guards at correctional facilities across Alberta, that I
will be referencing later.

The second one is the answering response from Mr. Laville, the
Justice and Solicitor General ministry spokesperson, in which he
does admit that there was glass that needed to be replaced.

Then I have a report from my constituency office, the fabulous
constituency of Edmonton-Centre. We’ve created this report to
bring forward the names and the concerns of a number of my
constituents who wrote to me to express their opposition to the
pension sustainability reforms that are proposed by the govern-
ment. They’re very proud of the service that they provide to
Albertans, and they find it very difficult to reconcile this demand to
reduce their benefits. They’ve made plans based on that, and they’re
finding that this is really a broken promise. That’s the report.

3:10
Now, on behalf of my colleague from Calgary-Mountain View

I’d like to table the appropriate number of copies of a report, From
Words to Action: Alberta Can Afford a Real Poverty Reduction
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Strategy, published this month, November 2013. It’s a joint study
released by Public Interest Alberta, the Alberta College of Social
Workers, and the Edmonton Social Planning Council, talking
about a child poverty strategy that will take real steps to protect
children.

Finally, on behalf of my colleague the leader of the third party
and the Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark, copies of the letter
from that individual to the Right Honourable Stephen Harper, the
Prime Minister of Canada, asking him to use the power that only
the federal government has to be able to bring together all parties
necessary to protect vulnerable aboriginal children.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview,
followed by Little Bow, then the Deputy Premier.

Mr. Bilous: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I’d like to table more
copies of handwritten letters my office has received expressing
concerns about the deep cuts to postsecondary education that are
happening in Alberta. These letters call on this PC government to
reverse their harmful cuts to postsecondary education. A feeling of
confusion, frustration, and hopelessness is reflected in over a
thousand letters that my office has received from concerned staff
and students at the University of Alberta.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Little Bow.

Mr. Donovan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m tabling the requisite
copies of the 2013 Performance Measure Update, where AHS has
failed to meet their participation targets by more than 10 per cent
on mammograms.

The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Premier.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday, the Member
for Edmonton-Strathcona raised a point of privilege against
myself, I believe, or the Premier, relevant to the breach of the
House’s privilege, relevant to the tabling of bills vis-a-vis the
timing of doing a press conference. As you know, points of
privilege are the highest accusation one can levy. Well, it looks
like the Member for Edmonton-Strathcona was rather liberal with
her facts.

Mr. Saskiw: Point of clarification, Mr. Speaker. Are these tablings,
or is he arguing a point of privilege?

Mr. Lukaszuk: I would like to table, Mr. Speaker, a copy of a
document that Kim Trynacity of CBC Edmonton has filed
showing that at 3:09 p.m. the media was waiting in the press
gallery . ..

Mr. Saskiw: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. What is this?

The Speaker: Hon. member, do we have a tabling? How many
tablings do you have?

Mr. Lukaszuk: Just three.

The Speaker: Three?

Mr. Lukaszuk: Yeah.

The Speaker: Which one are you on now?

Mr. Lukaszuk: The first one.

The Speaker: Good. Let’s get on with it. [interjections]

Hon. members, please.

Just get on with the tabling, if you would, Deputy Premier.
Shorten up.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Mr. Speaker, what we have is a copy of a
communication from Kim Trynacity at 3:09 p.m. showing that
media is still awaiting a briefing. We have a copy of a commu-
nication made by Mr. Matt Dykstra of Sun Media at 3:07 showing
that the media is still awaiting briefing. Oddly enough, we have a
time-stamped picture of the hon. leader of the ND opposition on
the front steps of the Alberta Legislature at 2:33 p.m. indicating
that this is the most draconian piece of legislation he has ever
seen, indicating that he has seen that piece of legislation.

The Speaker: Hon. members, we had two interjections during
that tabling. Again, I’m going to ask House leaders from all four
caucuses to please review the matter surrounding preambles to
tablings. This is not a new issue for this Assembly. It comes up
every time during tablings. Some people take a very long time
doing their introductions, and some people take very little time,
which is the more proper way of doing it. We don’t have anything
hard-cased that we can rely on in that respect, so I leave it to the
House leaders to address that matter as well as numerous others |
have mentioned.
Let us move on, then.

Tablings to the Clerk

The Clerk: 1 wish to advise the House that the following
document has been deposited with the office of the Clerk: on
behalf of the hon. Mr. Drysdale, the Minister of Infrastructure,
responses to written questions 28, 29, and 33, all asked for by Mr.
Barnes on April 15, 2013.

The Speaker: Hon. members, we have some points of order, one
in particular. I believe the hon. Member for Airdrie rose on a point
of order at around 2 o’clock. Who is prepared to move forward
with the citation, please?

Point of Order
Factual Accuracy

Mr. Saskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise according to Standing
Order 23(h), (i), and (j). It’s in regard to a comment made by the
Deputy Premier during question period in which he stated — and I
don’t have the benefit of the Blues with me — essentially that the
Wildrose plan was to cut salaries by 20 per cent. Of course, the
Deputy Premier is known for making things up, and that does
cause disorder in the Assembly.

Mr. Hancock: Point of order.

Mr. Saskiw: You can’t call a point of order during a point of
order. You should learn the rules, too.

Mr. Speaker, I’ve seen, actually, in the Assembly that he has a
copy of Budget 2013: Wildrose Financial Recovery Plan, so I
think he would know that in regard to our plans there’s some
wording there that says, “maintain front line positions and salaries.”

If you continue down there, completely contrary to what the
Deputy Premier said — and I think it’s actually a great opportunity
that he’s mentioned this so that we can outline our plan to the
various entities that are now negotiating or dealing with the
government — it states:
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Wildrose has never proposed cuts to the salaries of Alberta’s
front-line public sector workers. However, until the provincial
budget is returned to a cash surplus position (that would be in
2014 under the Wildrose plan), the Wildrose will work
collaboratively and respectfully with public sector unions to
hold the line on the current overall expenditure on front line
public sector salaries.

Mr. Speaker, I can understand why the Deputy Premier might
be confused because on the next page it states that one of our
recommendations is to “reduce what is spent on the salaries,
benefits, bonuses, and severance packages for non-front-line
workers in the government and AHS bureaucracies [friends of the
government’s party] by 20% . . . over the next 4 years.”

Mr. Speaker, hopefully, this educates the Deputy Premier, and
I’'m very glad that we had the opportunity to highlight our policy.

Thank you.

The Speaker: Deputy Premier, do you wish to respond?

Mr. Lukaszuk: Well, of course, Mr. Speaker. The fact is that in
that very document, their alternative budget or whatever they call
it, they say:
For the most part, Alberta’s public servants are well compensated
through pay, benefits, and pensions. Numerous studies indicate
that Alberta’s public sector is compensated substantially more
than in any other province and the most recent statistics show that
their hourly wages are approximately 20% higher than [those]
across the country.

But then they say, Mr. Speaker, and I find it very peculiar, that
they would negotiate with front-line workers in good faith —
negotiate in good faith — but they say that they would “hold the
[hard] line on front-line public sector salaries until the provincial
cash deficit is eliminated.” Well, those two things are very much
contradictory. I believe that this, as a matter of fact, is a matter of
opinion. The fact is that one cannot negotiate in good faith and
also hold the hard line and freeze salaries until there is no
financial deficit. [interjections]

Mr. Speaker, no misinterpretation and definitely not making up
facts.

The Speaker: Okay. Thank you very much.

Hon. members, let me make a couple of comments briefly here.
At approximately 1:59:01 this afternoon, during question period,
the Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition stood to ask a
question about negotiations pertaining to public-sector salaries.
According to the Blues, which I have, the Deputy Premier
responded this way: “Mr. Speaker, this is very rich coming from a
leader and a party that have campaigned on reducing public-sector
salaries by 20 per cent and freezing their pay until the deficit is
eliminated in this province.” Immediately after that, the hon.
Member for Airdrie rose and said, “Point of order,” and then,
loudly enough for Hansard to catch, he also said, “Flat-out lies.”
[interjections]

Now, one comment, as we know in this House, tends to provoke
another comment; one action tends to provoke another action just
like you’ve heard just now when I read the statement. So I have
two comments. Number one, with respect to the point of order
there is no point of order as such. There is certainly a point of
clarification. I allowed Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills to go a
little longer and explain their position, his position, their party’s
position, and I allowed the Deputy Premier to go on and conclude
his position on behalf of his colleagues. The difference of opinion
is clear. It frequently happens in here. There might be a dispute as
to the facts as they state, but nonetheless it’s a point of clarifi-
cation.

3:20

What I do want to do, though, in this regard is to ask the Leader
of the Official Opposition if she would please speak with her
member from Airdrie about the comments he made, because
saying “flat-out lies” is not parliamentary language in this context
here. You can use other words, but that wouldn’t be a very
appropriate choice of language. Perhaps you could just bring that
to that member’s attention if you would, please.

That having been said, we shall move on to the next item, the
point of privilege.

Privilege
Obstructing a Member in Performance of Duty

The Speaker: As all members here would know, points of privilege
are the most serious points that can be raised in this Assembly, one
elected official toward or against another, and that requires very
serious consideration.

However, there are a few issues that still remain outstanding, in
my view, or questions that remain unanswered, in my view, con-
cerning the purported question or questions of privilege that were
raised by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona yesterday on
behalf of the hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood.

Let me first remind you that under Standing Order 15, which is
titled Privilege, subsection 15(3) among other things states that:

the Speaker may defer debate on the matter to a time when he or
she determines it may be fairly dealt with.

It goes on to read in subsection 15(4):

If the Member whose conduct is called into question is not
present, the matter shall be deferred to the next day that the
Member is present unless the Speaker rules that, in the circum-
stances, the matter may be dealt with in the Member’s absence.

Now, as acknowledged by the hon. Member for Edmonton-
Strathcona yesterday at page 3167 of Hansard, there could very
well be three different issues or purported questions of privilege in
this respect. Put briefly, the issues as I have summarized them are
as follows: one, the alleged reference in a brochure to a multiyear
wage freeze for Members of the Legislative Assembly in spite of
the fact that the Members’ Services Committee has not approved
such a multiyear freeze; two, the alleged reference in the same
brochure to a wage freeze for public-sector employees, which is
the subject of Bill 46, the Public Service Salary Restraint Act,
which was introduced yesterday in this Assembly; and three, an
alleged news conference or technical briefing on Bill 45, the
Public Sector Services Continuation Act, and Bill 46 prior to their
introduction in this Assembly.

In considering this matter, as your chair I wanted some
assurances put on the record from the ministers responsible for the
aforementioned bills and from whichever minister or ministers are
responsible for the brochure that was referred to, or the house-
holder or whatever it may have been called, and which was
referenced by Edmonton-Strathcona, by the Deputy Premier, and
perhaps by others yesterday.

First, your chair would like to know more about the referenced
brochure containing the material referred to yesterday. For
example, when was this brochure produced? Who produced it?
When and how and to whom was it distributed? And whatever
other information might be useful for your chair to know under the
circumstances. There won’t be any need to further characterize or
analyze the language that was used in that document because that
was already done and quoted on yesterday.

Second, it would be very helpful for your chair to know more
about the nature of the news conference held yesterday in
connection with bills 45 and 46. Was it a news conference? Was it
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a technical briefing? Was it an embargoed briefing? Exactly what
was it? What time did it start? What time did it finish? And so on.
Was there more than one such media session or technical briefing,
and where was it held? Anything that would shed light on that
matter would be much appreciated.

So if the minister or ministers responsible are not in a position
today to respond to these questions — and I can well appreciate
they may not be — then the chair would appreciate receiving
written responses to these questions from whomever is responsible
by not later than 4 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, November 29, 2013.
The responses can be sent to me in my Speaker’s office. Please
know that any responses or written communications that I receive
related to this matter will be tabled in this Assembly as soon as
I’m able to.

Now, assuming that I do receive the requested information on a
timely basis as mentioned, I would hope to find time to then
review the matters at question and to provide you with a ruling as
soon as possible thereafter.

That concludes that matter for the time being, and we can move
on to Orders of the Day.

The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood.

Mr. Mason: If I may in response to part of your request . . .

The Speaker: Well, you can’t respond to it, but if you request a
point of clarification, I might be able to give it. But I’ve just indi-
cated what the situation and the status is of the point of privilege
for now.

Mr. Mason: Yes. I thought you were asking us for information in
response to your questions, and I have some.

The Speaker: Hon. member, if you want to provide that to me,
then I’ll consider that as well.

Mr. Mason: But not now?

The Speaker: Not now, please. We’ve already called Orders of
the Day.

Orders of the Day

Government Bills and Orders
Committee of the Whole

[Mrs. Jablonski in the chair]

The Deputy Chair: Hon. members, I’d like to call the committee
to order.

Bill 28
Modernizing Regional Governance Act

The Deputy Chair: At this time I understand that we have an
amendment from the Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. A couple of
weeks ago, 10 days ago, we had announced and discussed that we
were going to set up a task force which had representation from
AAMD and C, the Alberta Association of Municipal Districts and
Counties; the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association; the
Capital Region Board; the Calgary Regional Partnership; the city
of Calgary; and the city of Edmonton. We worked very vigor-
ously, very diligently, as did I myself as a member of that task
force, through Bill 28. We worked on it line by line and made a

few proposed changes. So I would like to propose an amendment
now.

The Deputy Chair: Hon. member, do you have copies of the
amendment that we can distribute?

Mr. Griffiths: Yes.

The Deputy Chair: We’ll pause for a moment while the pages
distribute the copies of the amendment to our Assembly. This will
be known as amendment Al.

Hon. member, I think we have enough distributed. You can
continue, please.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

Mr. Saskiw: Point of clarification, Madam Chair. I’'m just
wondering. Normally these are approved by Parliamentary
Counsel. Is this approved?

The Deputy Chair: Yes, this has been approved by Parliamentary
Counsel.

Mr. Saskiw: Okay. Because it’s not signed.

The Deputy Chair: I’'m sorry. It’s approved by Legislative
Counsel.
Please continue, hon. member.

3:30

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I’d like to
read the contents of the amendment. The bill is amended as
follows:
A The title of the Bill is struck out and the following is
substituted:
Enabling Regional Growth
Boards Act
B Section 4 is amended in the proposed section 603.1(3)(c)
by striking out “2015” and substituting “2017”.
C  Section 6 is amended
(a) by adding the following after the proposed section
708.01:
Purpose
708.011 The purpose of this Part is to enable 2 or
more municipalities to initiate, on a voluntary basis,
the establishment of a growth management board to
provide for integrated and strategic planning for
future growth in those municipalities.
(b) in the proposed section 708.02(1)
(i) by adding “on the request of 2 or more munici-
palities” after “Minister”;
(ii) by adding “in respect of those municipalities”
after “board”;
(c) by striking out the proposed section 708.03(2) and
substituting the following:
(2) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may
appoint one or more persons to a growth management
board to represent the Government of Alberta, but
those persons do not have voting rights.
(d) in the proposed section 708.07(2) by adding the
following after clause (d):
(e) the power to appoint an auditor;
(f) the power to recommend the approval of a
growth plan.
(e) by renumbering the proposed section 708.09 as
section 708.09(1) and by adding the following after
subsection (1):
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(2) On receiving the report under subsection (1),
the Minister must lay a copy of it before the Legis-
lative Assembly if it is then sitting or, if it is not then
sitting, within 15 days after the commencement of
the next sitting.
(f) in the proposed section 708.1(1) by striking out “,
with or without modifications or conditions,”;
(g) in the proposed section 708.14(1) by striking out
“Minister” and substituting “growth management
board”;
(h) in the proposed section 708.17
(i) in subsection (1) by striking out “The chief
elected official of a” and substituting “A”;

(ii) by striking out subsection (2) and substituting
the following:
(2) A participating municipality that contra-
venes subsection (1) is guilty of an offence and
liable to a fine of not more than $10 000.

(iii) in subsection (3) by adding “participating”
before “municipality”.

(i) by striking out the proposed section 708.23 and
substituting the following:

Appeal or dispute resolution mechanism
708.23(1) A growth management board must at its
inception establish by bylaw an appeal mechanism or
dispute resolution mechanism, or both, for the
purposes of resolving disputes arising from actions
taken or decisions made by the growth management
board.
(2) Section 708.08(2) and (3) apply to a bylaw
made under this section as if the bylaw were
made under that section.
(j) in the proposed section 708.25 by adding the
following after subsection (2):
(3) For greater certainty but without the limiting the
generality of subsection (2), sections 708.011,
708.02(1) and 708.23 do not apply to the Capital
Region Board Regulation (AR 38/2012).
D Section 12 is struck out and the following is substituted:
12 The Capital Region Board Regulation (AR 38/2012)
is amended
(a) by repealing section 24 and substituting the
following:
Information must be provided
24(1) A participating municipality must,
when required in writing by the Capital Region
Board to do so, provide the Capital Region
Board with information about the participating
municipality that the Capital Region Board
requires.
(2) A participating municipality that contra-
venes subsection (1) is guilty of an offence and
liable to a fine of not more than $10 000.
(3) This section does not apply to information
acquired by a participating municipality that is
subject to any type of legal privilege, including
solicitor-client privilege.

(b) Dby repealing section 33 and substituting the

following:
Expiry
33  For the purpose of ensuring that this
Regulation is reviewed for ongoing relevancy
and necessity, with the option that it may be
repassed in its present or an amended form
following a review, this Regulation expires on
November 30, 2018.

Madam Chairman, the task force was a very incredible experi-
ence to work on. Never in the history of this Legislature, to my

knowledge — and I couldn’t find anyone else who had previous
knowledge about it — has a bill been introduced and then a task
force had the ability to go through that bill line by line. Normally
our consultation processes are done on a conceptual basis, talking
about some of the issues and the challenges. Then as per the
prerogative and privilege of this House the bills are tabled, and
then discussion ensues in this Assembly. This task force expressed
many times their appreciation to have an actual bill presented to
the House and an opportunity to go line by line through the bill to
advise on improvements that could be made.

I have to tell you, Madam Chairman, that after four task force
meetings, where we went through every single line of the bill,
went through some proposed amendment ideas . . .

The Deputy Chair: Hon. minister, we have a point of order.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Ms Blakeman: My apologies, Minister, but I just noticed that
there are a number of sections in this amendment, and under
Beauchesne 688 and given the precedents of this House, I’'m going
to ask that the votes on sections A, B, C, and D be severed for the
purpose of voting but not for the purposes of discussion.

Thank you.

The Deputy Chair: Thank you, hon. member. That will be so
ordered.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you.

We had a fantastic discussion, and they very much appreciated
the process that we went through. Of the four meetings, Madam
Chairman, in the first two we went through the bill line by line so
that everyone had perfect clarity about the bill, what its intentions
were, and what it said. In the third task force meeting all the task
force members again participated, and we wrote up what we
thought the amendments could be and what they would look like.
In the fourth meeting it turned out we needed very little time.
Everyone was in concurrence, actually unanimous concurrence,
about what we concluded at the end of that meeting for
amendments, and the work that they had done was very much
appreciated.

Madam Chairman, we then compiled the list of proposed
amendments and the wording that we had conceived for them, not
the actual amendments but the proposed conceptual amendments.
All of the associations — I’ll list them again: the Alberta Urban
Municipalities Association, the Alberta Association of Municipal
Districts and Counties, the Capital Region Board members, the
Calgary Regional Partnership members, the city of Calgary, and
the city of Edmonton — received a compiled list of them with the
explanation and description and the wording that we had
discussed. They were circulated to all members from each of those
associations and organizations for feedback, and it happened last
week.

The report I got back was that there was overwhelming support
and consensus from those members and the participating members
on the task force and the members that they represented, Madam
Chairman. But I still wasn’t quite sure if that would be enough, so
we made sure that we had a conference call where all munici-
palities were invited to join — every member of the task force was
invited to join — to discuss exactly what we were proposing, and
they had all had time to see those e-mails that went out on what
we had discussed at the task force from their respective members.

I had said that I would stay on the phone and answer every
question that came up until there were no more questions. I had
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blocked three hours, thinking there might be some very complex
questions because it is a complex issue. It was really interesting,
Madam Chairman, because most all municipalities had joined in
on the call, and it only lasted 39 minutes. [some applause] Yeah, I
was impressed.

Out of 13 questions that we got, there were six that simply
called in and wanted to express their appreciation for the process
and their support for the amendments. One gentleman asked
questions twice. The first time was to ask a point of clarification.
He said that he knew the answer, but he wanted his fellow coun-
cillors on the phone to hear the answer as well, and he then came
back on the line just to express appreciation. That brought our
total up to seven. Then there were two calls, two questions that
came in, and they withdrew the questions because they said that
we’d already answered them. That was the end of the calls.

3:40

I have been through AUMA and have been through AAMD and
C. I believe we met with 68 different municipalities through that
process and with anybody else. Those were the ones who had
called and asked for invites and a chance to sit down and talk.
We’ve gone through the bill and the proposed amendments,
Madam Chairman, and I’'m very glad that by the end of the
AUMA and the AAMD and C I had heard I couldn’t even tell you
how many. I met with a lot of councillors in the hallway as well.
Every single one of them that I met said that they understood
exactly what we were intending to do. They never doubted for a
moment that our intention was to make this voluntary, which, they
appreciated, was why we were using the exact words that go along
with the commissions, that are laid out in the MGA.

They knew that the commissions — water commissions and
waste commissions — are formed entirely on a voluntary basis, but
the wording, that was a bit confusing to some people, which is the
same wording we use in commissions, simply says that in order
for it to have weight and authority, the minister has to put it in
regulation. But it still originates with the municipalities. We have
through this made it expressly clear so that no one can lead
anyone with deceptive comments about our intentions. It’s
expressly clear, Madam Chairman, exactly what our intentions
are.

With that, I would just like to quickly review the five key areas
of the amendments. The first clearly articulates that the act is
renamed from the Modernizing Regional Governance Act,
because this isn’t about regional governance, Madam Chairman,
to the Enabling Regional Growth Boards Act. It clearly defines
that it’s about regional growth management boards and that it’s
enabling legislation, so municipalities can choose it if they wish.

The second, Madam Chairman, strictly and clearly defines in a
few sections that this has been and always will be intended to be
voluntary. It’s a tool for municipalities to use to manage the
incredible growth that this province is going to have over the next
decade. I had pointed out at the AUMA and the AAMD and C
that, at minimum, we’re probably looking at, if the trend continues
and we don’t see more growth, potentially another 1.3 million
people moving to this province. For many of our municipal
councillors in four years that’s over half a million people. They’re
going to have to manage their growth and need all the tools in
place, not to become isolationist but to work together in
partnership, like they have with water and waste-water commis-
sions and IDPs and so many other tools that this government has
put in place for them to utilize.

The third, Madam Chairman, is an appeal mechanism — we had
some great discussion about that, and I left it to the task force
members — or a dispute resolution process. As I explained to them

many times, it’s up to them to write the bylaws should they wish
to form a growth management board. It’s up to them to write the
rules on how they want it to operate. It’s up to them to decide
what the appeal mechanism would be or what the dispute
resolution process would be going forward for any new voluntary
boards that are set up. It’s their rules, so they should write those
rules on how they’re going to manage each other’s expectations
and ensure that they do it in a co-operative manner.

I’d like to point out that the same questions were asked: what do
you do if you want out? I’d said, Madam Chairman, that those,
again, go into the bylaws. The bylaws should clearly articulate,
just as they do with commissions, how it is that a partnering
municipality might want to leave that partnership. It’s not a rule
for me to write; it never was. It’s always been a rule for the
growth management boards and for commissions to write.

The fourth area is the penalties section or the enforcement
section. We had taken exactly what was written in the Municipal
Government Act as a penalties mechanism, which is still in the
Municipal Government Act. In the discussions with the task force
it was made very clear that when you’re looking at providing
information, there isn’t usually a person to blame for that. It’s the
participating municipality, the corporation itself, so fines would be
appropriate, but penalties or imprisonment, which we never used
anyway, aren’t necessary. We’ve removed that section, and I still
think it will work very well, and so do they.

Finally, we had a few miscellaneous items, which you’ll note
through there, Madam Chairman. The bill is going to be amended
to empower the regional board to set the time frames to conform
to their regional growth plans, which they had asked for. There’s a
removal of a reference to appoint a public member. That will be
and should always be a job of the board to choose. It clarifies that
the minister will approve or reject a growth plan but that if it’s
rejected with recommendations sent back to the board, then they
will make modifications, and finally, that the minister responsible
will be tabling the growth plan from the regional board in session,
when we are sitting.

The municipalities are very excited about this. The partnering
municipalities on the task force expressed appreciation for the
work that was done. Madam Chairman, I’m very proud of the
work that we accomplished.

With that, I would like to adjourn debate.

The Deputy Chair: Thank you.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]
The Deputy Chair: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Madam Chairman. I’d move that the
committee rise and report progress on Bill 28.

[Motion carried]

[Mrs. Jablonski in the chair]

Mr. Khan: Madam Speaker, the Committee of the Whole has had
under consideration a certain bill. The committee reports progress
on the following bill: Bill 28. I wish to table copies of all amend-
ments considered by the Committee of the Whole on this date for
the official records of the Assembly.

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. member.
All those in favour of the report given by the Member for St.
Albert, please say aye.

Hon. Members: Aye.
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The Acting Speaker: All those opposed, please say no. That’s
carried.

Unanimous consent has been requested to revert to Introduction
of Guests.

[Unanimous consent granted]

Introduction of Guests
(reversion)

The Acting Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Madam Speaker. It gives me great
pleasure to have the first opportunity since the election in October
to introduce to you and through you to members of this Assembly
the new mayor of Edmonton, Don Iveson. I’d just like to say very
quickly that I’ve known Mayor Iveson for some number of years
since he was a student at Strathcona high school, where my wife
taught, and was engaged in student activities. I have followed his
progress through student politics, where he served as an adviser
for many years, and then his progress into municipal politics,
where we on occasion have talked about smart cities and other
important topics. I’'m looking forward, as I know members of this
House are, to working with him in his term, taking Edmonton
even further and even higher with a vision for the future of this
city and this province.

Government Bills and Orders
Second Reading

Bill 45
Public Sector Services Continuation Act

The Acting Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Madam Speaker. It’s my privilege to
rise and move second reading of Bill 45, the Public Sector
Services Continuation Act.

Alberta’s public-sector employees are critical to creating and
maintaining healthy, safe, and vibrant communities. They provide
vital services every day, services that are highly valued by
Albertans. That’s why the Public Service Employee Relations Act
and the Labour Relations Code make it illegal for certain workers
covered by those pieces of legislation to go on strike.

[The Speaker in the chair]

The illegal strike provisions in the acts and regulations I’ve just
referenced have been in place for many years. However, they have
not been updated for 20 years. It was incumbent on government to
ask if the penalties in place were still a sufficient deterrent to
illegal strikes that negatively affect critical public services because
these are services that are provided to the most vulnerable of
Albertans. When illegal strike action gets in the way of these
services, the confidence of Albertans in those services and the
people who provide them is undermined.

3:50

There have been some concerns in various sectors in the past.
We learned that we didn’t have the up-to-date tools necessary to
deal with current realties. In essence, this bill is about protecting
the Alberta taxpayer from personal or financial harm due to an
illegal strike. It establishes a more comprehensive and responsive
system to respond to the threat of illegal strikes or strikes
themselves. That’s important, Mr. Speaker, because in some
circumstances the threat of a strike requires significant mobil-
ization of resources to avert harm in the event that a strike

happens. I believe that this legislation will serve as an effective
deterrent to illegal behaviour, and I believe it will help ensure that
Albertans receive the critical services and supports that they want
and that they need.

It also shows government’s belief in the importance of the rule
of law. The Canadian Superior Courts Judges Association has
explained the rule of law this way:

Our laws embody the basic moral values of our society. They
impose limits on the conduct of individuals in order to promote
the greater good and to make our communities safe places to
live. It is against the law to steal, to injure another person, to
drive recklessly or to pollute the environment, to name just a
few of the countless ways the law is designed to protect us. ..
Everyone, no matter how wealthy or how powerful they are,
must obey the law or face the consequences.
I believe that the great majority of Albertans would agree with that
statement. I also believe that Albertans would agree that inherent
in that statement is the belief that the consequences of breaking the
law should be clearly in keeping with the gravity of the offence.

Bill 45 addresses the need for serious consequences for breaking
the law when it comes to conducting an illegal strike by public-
sector employees. This legislation is about giving Albertans
confidence that the services they rely on will continue and that
there are severe penalties for illegal strikes. When a public-sector
union carries out an illegal strike, Albertans are put at risk. This
bill will ensure stronger penalties for unions that take illegal
action and will ensure that taxpayers are protected in the event of
an illegal strike.

In the event of an illegal strike, Bill 45 calls for a fine to the
union of $250,000 per day plus $50 per day for each member of
the bargaining unit. Each employee who engages in an illegal
strike can be fined one day’s pay for each day they take part in the
strike action. The bill also calls for automatic dues suspension for
three months for the first day of an illegal strike and of one month
for each additional day, creation of a liability fund that requires
the union to pay to the court $1 million per day or partial day — the
money paid to the court will be used to satisfy any judgments with
respect to losses incurred by the employer as a result of the strike,
and of course if the fund is larger than those losses, the balance of
the funds would be returned to the union that paid them — civil
liability that allows the employer to seek cost recovery for any
immediate or subsequent effects of the illegal strike, and civil
contempt for nonpayment of orders to pay the money.

Workers prohibited from striking under the Public Service
Employee Relations Act and the Labour Relations Code include
firefighters, hospital employees, Alberta Health Services employ-
ees, ambulance operators, Crown employees, nonacademic staff at
public postsecondary institutions, and employees at government
agencies. It is important to note, Mr. Speaker, that the government
believes that the majority of workers in these sectors would not
willingly take part in illegal activity. We also believe that they
understand and accept that the provisions in these pieces of
legislation exist because strikes and lockouts in these sectors can
either harm Albertans or put them at great health, safety, or
financial risk. However, once a union has called an illegal strike,
workers are often caught between a rock and a hard place.
Regardless of how they might feel individually, there’s always
pressure on them to follow the dictates of their union leaders.
Crossing an illegal picket line would be a challenge for even the
most law-abiding of workers; not doing so would not necessarily
indicate support for an illegal strike.

For anyone who would position this legislation as a solution in
search of a problem, I would point out what happened in April of
last year. That was the month in which 2,000 correctional peace



November 28, 2013

Alberta Hansard

3213

officers abandoned their posts and walked off their jobs. The
effects of this illegal job action were immediate and demonstrably
serious. In one institution more than 450 inmates were left to be
attended by only seven managerial staff. This put the inmates,
their health care workers, and the remaining managerial personnel
at great personal risk, but more importantly it also put the public at
risk. An escape of prisoners from that institution or any other in
the province could have resulted in dangerous and desperate
individuals being released into the community. This illegal strike
also spread to sheriffs and probation officers. Had the strike gone
on for any length of time, it could have had serious repercussions
in the court system. That could have also resulted in individuals
who should be incarcerated being released back into the public.

But as much as this illegal strike action was about public safety,
it was also an attack on the public purse. The measurable financial
cost to the taxpayers was calculated and is now the subject of legal
action. These costs were the result of having RCMP act as guards
and overtime costs related to managerial staff. Those are the funds
that could have been used for operating schools, for delivering
health care, and for protecting the vulnerable. And what was the
cost to the union for its illegal and dangerous activity? No one was
prosecuted or fined under the legislation. There was applied a
contempt proceeding, which resulted in fines for contempt of
$100,000 immediately, an additional $250,000 if the strike did not
end by noon the following day, and an additional $500,000 for
each day the strike continued thereafter. There is also a matter
before the LRB for a six-month dues suspension. In addition, the
government is attempting to recover costs associated with the
strike.

Given the cost and potential threat to Albertans, those fines
amount to a financial slap on the wrist, and in no way do they
reflect the seriousness of the circumstances that were created by
an illegal strike. That must change, and this bill will do that. If
these provisions had been in place during the illegal strike by
corrections officers, it would have resulted in the court receiving
$5 million from the union. Those monies would have been used to
reimburse the expenses incurred by the taxpayers of Alberta, and
any unused funds would have been returned to the union.

There is no doubt that these are serious penalties, but so, too,
are the circumstances they’re intended to prevent. It changes no
workers’ rights. It is already illegal for each of those workers to
strike.

Ms Blakeman: But they get arbitration.

Mr. Hancock: Not on a strike they do not.

It’s illegal to go on strike, and those strikes need to be deterred
and they need to be sanctioned. This bill is only about the conse-
quences of engaging in an illegal act, having the most current
tools as a deterrent, and making sure that vital public services are
delivered effectively and efficiently.

In the final analysis this legislation is about giving Albertans
confidence that the necessary services that they rely upon for their
health and safety will be there, that they will continue, and that
there are severe penalties to deter illegal strikes and severe
penalties for illegal strikes that would put Albertans’ health and
safety at risk.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cardston-Taber-Warner.

Mr. Bikman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to rise today to
speak about the Public Sector Services Continuation Act and say
that I believe that I will vote in favour of this bill despite some
concerns that I have with how it’s being handled and some of the

heavy-handed clauses that I hope can be addressed. It’s absolutely
vital that we ensure good government and the continuation of
essential services for all Albertans. These essential services are
just that, essential. We need to ensure that they continue and are
not interrupted as part of threats or negotiations. We need to make
sure that our kids have a place to learn and grow. We need to
make sure that the sick and the elderly are cared for and not left
alone in hospitals. We need to make sure that our prisons are kept
orderly and secure. We need to make sure that our homes and
businesses and communities are safe from fire and crime. We need
to do this for the good of all Albertans. It’s our job, and they
expect us to do it. They’re entitled to expect that we will do that
well and properly.

Now, as I said, I do have some concerns with how this is being
handled, and I think that it’s paramount for the government to
address these problems and shortfalls. Once again we’re seeing
legislation without proper consultation and collaboration. I know
that not everyone is going to agree all the time, but that doesn’t
mean that the negotiation and the conversation shouldn’t take
place so that you can come to an understanding. It’s exactly what I
did when I ran my trucking company and we had to negotiate with
the teamsters, and I’ve still got both of my knees. It’s what the
government should be doing now.

Second, we’re seeing bills 45 and 46 treated by this government
as essentially one piece of legislation — it’s not — and they’re doing
a disservice to Albertans and, I suspect, to their own goals and
objectives by grouping them together. I know that there are a
number of my colleagues that will likely support Bill 45 but
oppose Bill 46, and they each have their own reasons for doing so.
Mine is that arbitration should always be available to resolve
differences and find common ground. It’s in the contract and must
be honoured and respected. We believe that this is an essential
flaw in what’s being proposed. Surely, this government can
present its case for wage restraint in a compelling way to the arbi-
trator, have faith in yourselves and the justness of your cause and
in the fairness and neutrality of the arbitrator. The union should be
extended the exact same right.

4:00

I think that the abatement clause and the extreme penalties are
sufficient deterrent to discourage even the threat of striking, and
the threat clauses are therefore redundant and unnecessary.
They’re very draconian. It almost smacks of thought police.

This legislation is important, but that doesn’t mean it should be
rushed through. Shades of Bill 28, and look what’s happened.
We’re seeing it coming back again, being forced to actually
consult with stakeholders. What a novel thought, apparently.

It will continue to ensure the operation of essential services, but
that doesn’t mean we can skip through a bunch of essential steps.
It’s a disservice, and I for one hope that the government starts to
learn this isn’t the right way to govern our great province.

The issue of threats and strikes and counselling threats to strike
is particularly vexatious and really needs to be examined closely.
As I mentioned, it almost smacks of thought-police clauses. I hope
that in its haste the government rethinks them and accepts amend-
ments. I understand what prompts them. The hon. House leader
did a good job of explaining what his concerns are, but that doesn’t
justify going this far. The abatement clause and penalties address
that and provide the government with funds to prepare for that
mobilization that it speaks about.

I really wish the government didn’t break its promises. I might
not agree with all of the promises they’ve made, but they are
promises to the people nonetheless. For that reason they should be
adhered to, and that includes covenants in contracts such as the
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right of arbitration. Of course, our Premier has made a habit of
breaking promises. She’s broken a lot, and I suspect she’s got a
few more she’s going to break, too. I hope I’'m wrong, but I doubt
I will be.

As I said before, I’ll be supporting this bill, I hope, and I have
encouraged my colleagues to do the same with these reservations.
That’s not to say that the government has not been manipulating
the process for some reason, and I can’t understand why. Things
can be done properly. They should be done properly. My dad, the
grade 10 dropout, had a saying that’s proven to be true and wise:
if you’ve got time to do it over again, you had time to do it right
the first time. But, as they say, even a broken clock is right twice a
day.

We really do need to ensure due process is followed in legis-
lation because this has a serious and real impact on people’s lives.
We need to make sure the legislation is drafted properly, that it’s
constitutional, and that it has the bases covered. Now, I believe
that it probably does, but there’s no way to know for sure with
such little time to work on and to research and to prepare
comments and proper amendments for the bill.

With that, I'm going to end with this. If the government keeps
its habit of ramming through legislation without consultation, it
will soon find that people don’t trust it. Perhaps they’re already
there. Trust is an earned thing. It’s not something that you can
buy. This doesn’t mean that it’s necessarily bad legislation, but
there are clauses here that are over the top, have gone too far. We
must ensure Albertans have trust in this House and the activities of
this House and the laws and bills that are passed. If not, I think
we’re going to see good pieces of legislation go by the wayside
simply because a proper process wasn’t followed that engaged all
stakeholders. We know that one of the greatest causes of dissatis-
faction in the workforce and in government is feeling you don’t
have a say in the decisions that affect you, and that’s easily
corrected.

We need to ensure the continuation of essential government
services. We need to ensure that our children have schools. We need
to ensure that our sick friends and family have continual access to
public health care. We need to ensure that our streets are safe, our
homes are secure, and our communities are strong and free.

I want to vote in support of this bill. I’'m going to encourage my
colleagues to do so. But I look forward to telling my constituents
that I’ve done everything I can to ensure that they’ll have access
to the essential services and that their rights, the right of
arbitration for example, have not been removed.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Hon. members, your chair just assumed the chair a few minutes
ago, and debate on Bill 45 had already started. I understand there
is an agreement to let the Member for Edmonton-Centre go next,
followed by Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood.

So Edmonton-Centre, if you would proceed.

An Hon. Member: I don’t know who agreed on that.

Mr. Mason: I sent the Speaker a note. I mean, I don’t mind. I
don’t care, but I just . ..

The Speaker: Hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood,
the agreement was made with the previous chair just before she
left, and I wasn’t aware of it till you sent me your note. Let’s go
with Edmonton-Centre.

Mr. Mason: It’s fine, but I didn’t agree to anything.

The Speaker: Hon. members, for the record I meant there was an
agreement between me and the previous chair — I just saw it now,
though — not an agreement with you, Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood. Let the record be clear.

Edmonton-Centre, third time, let’s go.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much. You know, I’ve been in
this Assembly for 16 years, and there have been a couple of really
identifying pieces of legislation that this government has brought
forward, none of them in a positive way, by the way. Bill 45 is one
of those identifying pieces of legislation for which I will never
forget nor forgive this government. In my opinion, what is before
us is vile, foul, disingenuous, wicked, hostile, devilish, repulsive,
humiliating, abusive, degrading, offensive, gross, contrary, a
violation. It’s sneaky, immoral, bankrupt, malicious, depraved,
corrupt, and nefarious. And that was just in the first couple of
minutes [ was thinking about it, so I’m sure there are many more
words I can come up with.

It is foul and vile and evil because this is a government attempt-
ing to legislate away a constitutional freedom. It is a government
that is so afraid of being embarrassed that it is going to use the
power that it has, with the majority that it has, to overwhelm
working people.

You know, what started all of this — and the government has
admitted it — was a piece of glass, a piece of glass in the new
remand centre. Now, the guards there had been repeatedly trying
to meet with the appropriate representatives in the government to
point out the deficiencies and some of the items that were either
going to be or were a potential harm to residents of the remand
centre or potential harm to the workers. Now, the government
should not be approving of anything that would take away those
guards’ rights to come forward and say, “We’re concerned about
public health” or “We’re concerned about worker health.” The
government should be supporting them in doing that. But, in fact,
this bill has come about because the government got embarrassed.
The government was asked repeatedly to meet with these guards
to fix this. They didn’t, and they wouldn’t.

One of the things was a plate of glass that could be smashed
with a coffee cup. Kadink. Smashed. Now, that would have been a
huge health risk to both the residents of the remand centre and to
the workers in the remand centre. Would the government replace
that? Would they meet with those guards and understand that this
was a risk? Well, they didn’t want to do that, so finally the guards
went out on a wildcat strike.

Now, do people go out on a wildcat strike because it’s fun,
because it’s sexy, because they think that somehow this is going to
get them on the front page of the news? No. They go out on a
wildcat strike because they’re desperate. They cannot find any
other way to communicate with their employer, the government in
this case, to get a point across. The point was inmate safety,
worker safety. But the government was embarrassed. They were
embarrassed that they’d been caught out on this, that they hadn’t
met with the inmates. They brought the full force of what they had
to bear on these workers.

By the way, as I tabled earlier, they did finally admit that the
plate of glass I was talking about, that could be broken with the
coffee cup — yeah, they did finally come to agree that it was a risk,
a health risk and a safety risk, to both inmates and workers, and
they replaced it. I’ve tabled you the proof about that. They did
acknowledge it.

4:10

But in the meantime, like some sort of cartoon smog of evilness,
they descended upon these workers in this wildcat strike with
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everything they had. The whole government descended on a
couple of hundred guards with everything: individual fines, fines
for the union management, larger fines for court costs, et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera. And you know what? Most of the strikes that we
have had, actually all of the strikes that we have had in recent
memory — let me go back 10 years; it’s reasonable — have been
about public health or worker safety. What is this government
worried about? Why do they have to bring in this huge, over-
whelming, smog legislation that will descend upon everyone and
singe them? Why do they have to do this? Oh, right. Because
people were looking for safer workplaces or for public safety —
right — because the government was so threatened by that.

Okay. A couple of notes I want to make here. The first one is
that, you know, wildcat strikes aren’t done for fun. They’re done
because people have been pushed into a position where they take
this. They know there are risks. They know they could not get the
public support. It could go against them. In Alberta it’s not only
going to go against them, but the government is going to stomp
you. They’re going to squish you like a bug. They’re going to get
you under their boot and make mush out of you because they’re
embarrassed. Well, there you go.

The second note I want to make. We came to the labour agree-
ments that we have under these two pieces of legislation in this
province under the leadership of Premier Lougheed. He didn’t
want public-sector workers to strike. I’ll respectfully disagree with
the previous Premier. Nonetheless, what he did was give a fair
deal: no strikes — it’s illegal to strike in Alberta — but you’ve got
arbitration. That’s the deal. Now, this government has been unable
to prove to us why they now need to withdraw the second part of
that, which is taking away their arbitration.

Note three: protect us. The government needs to put this
legislation in to protect them. Oh, my God. Protect them from
whom exactly? Oh, wait. That would be protecting them from the
people, the workers that they have gone on and on about, about how
terrific they were and how great they were and that they pulled out
all the stops and that they used all their expertise to help them with
the floods this summer. What terrific public servants they were.
They trained those volunteers, and they worked with them. They
stayed on the job. They went away from their families. They went
on and on. This is whom the government needs to protect us from?
What absolute poppycock. It’s ridiculous. They need to protect
themselves from their own civil service? I mean, please.

These people don’t go into civil service to somehow mock the
government. They go there because they want to contribute to
society. They want to work at a job where they give back to society,
where they’re a caring person like a nurse or an EMT, where they’re
kind of a superperson, a police officer or a firefighter. This is who
we’re talking about. This is who this government thinks they need
to protect themselves from. Really? EMTs? Nurses? That’s who
they’re afraid of or who they somehow think are going to do
terrible things to the province, workers that go down and bail out
flooded communities? These are these foul, awful people? Come
on, Mr. Speaker.

Now, another note here. We have a Constitution, and this is
where I started. Section 2 is the fundamental freedoms section.
This is what you get if you’re a Canadian. It says:

2. Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms:
(a) freedom of conscience and religion;
(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression,
including freedom of the press and other media of
communication;
(c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and
Hmm.
(d) freedom of association.

This is what our Charter guarantees us as citizens. You don’t even
have to be a citizen; you just have to be walking around in this
country and you get the freedom of association. This government
wants to take that freedom of association away. They want to put a
blanket on it. They want to make it go away. They don’t want to
allow workers to associate for the purpose of collective bargaining.

The courts have ruled repeatedly. I mean, the most recent one
was the November 15 ruling with the Information and Privacy
Commissioner of Alberta and the United Food and Commercial
Workers. They ruled very clearly that you have a freedom of
association. You don’t have to earn it. You don’t have to buy it.
You don’t have to grow into it or age into it. You have it in this
country. You associate with anyone you want. If you want to
associate with a union, if you want to do that, go ahead. Part of
being in a union is collective bargaining. That’s how it works. It is
meaningless to talk about the ability to have that freedom of
association and peaceful assembly without adding into that and
working with collective bargaining. That’s what the courts say
about freedom of association and collective bargaining. So we
have a government that is trying to quash that freedom of
association and, more than that, punish people for it.

Here’s another note. You know, collective bargaining does have
as part of it that ability to resort to withdrawal of services, or
strikes if you want to call it that. Now, these are not done for fun,
as I said. The employer holds all the cards here. They’ve got the
money, they’ve got the law backing them up, and in this case
they’re the government. So, hey, if they don’t like the situation,
they can just write legislation to make it be what they want it to
be, and that’s what we have with bills 45 and 46.

This ability to go on strike is the only card they really hold as a
tool to be able to get fairness in the process if they’re not getting
fairness, and they don’t abuse it. Again, let’s remember that we’re
talking about our workers, our civil servants, our public servants
here. These are not, you know, jackbooted monsters out there that
we need to protect ourselves from, except that this government
thinks they do. They think they need to protect themselves from
firefighters and police officers and nurses and teaching aides and
accountants and engineers and park wardens and secretaries.
That’s who they think they need to protect themselves from.
Wow. Don’t let me call them wussy, Mr. Speaker, because that
would be uncomplimentary. But, honestly, you need to protect
yourself? Hmm. All righty.

One of the interesting things is that if I went to the police and
said, “I think I might hurt someone,” they won’t do anything with
that. Or if I say, “I think someone over there might hurt me,” they
won’t go over there and arrest the Deputy Premier no matter how
fervently I might wish it on certain days. Why? Because there
have to be underpinnings and context and content to that threat.
But this government in Bill 45 wants to be able to swoop down,
fine people, and create a whole series of actions that will take
place on the threat of a strike. The threat of a strike.

Now, how are they going to define that? If I’ve got some of
those wooden stake things that they staple placards to in a march
and I’m taking them over to my dad’s because, you know, my dad
gets into all kinds of stuff, well, oh, my goodness, what if I get
caught with those stakes? I might have been thinking about a
strike, because I have those stakes in the back of my car. So that
would unleash a whole series of actions that this government
wants to empower itself to take. Who would these actions be
against? Our public servants. Why do they need to do this?
Because they got embarrassed. They got embarrassed.

They like to talk about: oh, it’ll save you so much money. Well,
that’s another question I have. Why on earth wouldn’t we have the
best paid? Why wouldn’t we? We’re the best province. We have



3216

Alberta Hansard

November 28, 2013

enormous wealth here. Why this government can’t manage to
balance its books given the number of wealthy people, wealthy
companies, and wealth that comes out of the ground because you
stick a pole in it — and they can’t manage to balance the budget. So
they’re going to punish our public-sector workers because they
can’t figure out how to have a fair taxation system here and to
collect enough royalties on Albertans’ natural resource wealth. So
because they’re afraid to do that and they want to be able to walk
around and say that we have the lowest taxes, we’re now going to
punish big time — fine, jail, all kinds of things that they’ve got in
this bill — our public-sector workers because they don’t want to
have a fair taxation system and they don’t want to charge
royalties.
I do not support this bill.

4:20

The Speaker: Thank you.
Hon. members, 29(2)(a)? Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood.

Mr. Mason: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes. I got that impression,
hon. member, and I would invite you to finish your thoughts.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to withdraw my request to speak until
the bill comes back on Monday.

The Speaker: Hon. member, you know the rules as well as I do. I
have nothing to prevent you from commenting, so go ahead.

Ms Blakeman: You know, I’ve developed a certain mind-meld
with the hon. member from sitting beside him for so many years,
so I think what he wants me to do is to talk about why I think the
government keeps saying that our workers are too expensive and
that we’ve got to cut down the amount of money that we’re going
to give them.

You know, I’ve got to give you guys credit. You led up to this
beautifully. You got a very low settlement from the doctors, you
got a low settlement from the nurses, and here we come with the
public sector, and you’re going to impose that same settlement on
them. Hmm. All right. I’ll give you credit. That was pretty crafty.
Whomever your strategist is, congratulations to them. They get an
extra turkey in their little Christmas basket there or however you
guys do that.

Why would we Albertans say that we don’t want public-sector
workers in a union to be paid well in Alberta? Well, you know
what I learned when I was a kid? We had neighbours who were in
the construction industry, and they did really well for themselves.
They had a Cadillac, and they went on holidays where all the kids
went skiing at Christmas, and I kept saying: why can’t we do that?
They’d say: “Look. We are teachers. We have a steady amount of
money, not as good a payment as we would have if we were out in
the private sector, that we make, and we have a very reliable
pension. So our risk is low, but we get paid not so much.” The guy
next door takes a big risk with his money. He may tank. He may
lose it all. He may go into something and lose it all, and that’s the
end of it. He takes a big risk. But if he does well and he invests
well or he does a good job, ka-ching, as the Deputy Premier said.
He could make a lot — a lot — of money. Good for him. He did that

wisely. He took a big risk, and he gets paid very well. All right.
Good for you

Now, how he does his particular pension is up to him with all of
his money, but in the public sector the deal is that we’re going to
pay you a rate, and we’re going to make sure that you get a solid
pension. That’s how we attract people into the public service.
Frankly, for you guys to look good, you need those public servants
behind you. Really, you’re going to go back to your offices and
you’re going to look at your staff and say: “I don’t think you’re
worth it. I don’t think you should get any money. I think you’re
worth zero, and worse than that, I think I need to be protected
from you because you threaten me. I think that you need to be
fined and your union needs to be fined a million dollars every time
you do something.” Really? I thought you would appreciate your
staff more than that.

That’s who we’re talking about, Mr. Speaker. Those are the
people that this bill will come down on and will come down on
hard for the threat of a strike, just for verbalizing it or taking
certain actions that might be interpreted as thinking of starting a
strike, not actually starting a strike, not actually getting on the
street but actually thinking about it.

I’'m really interested in why the government is so against the
workers that really do the work in this province, that run into the
building that’s on fire, not out of it. They run into the building
where a gunman is shooting — into it — because they’re our public
servants. But these guys think that we need to be protected, that
we need to take away the deal that we’ve always had. You don’t
strike, but you’ve got arbitration. If you’re going to strike, then
there’s a number of other things that come into play. But these
guys want to dump that whole garbage truck of every trick they’ve
got, of fines and everything else, on their head because they
thought about having a strike. Thought about it. Didn’t even do it
but just thought about it, just had a stick in their hand that happens
to look like something that you put placard on. [interjection] If
you think what I’m saying is outrageous, that’s exactly the same
as what I think about what you’re saying. This is ideology, a gov-
ernment ideology that is going to drive taxes lower, and they
won’t charge enough royalties, so it means we can’t pay our
people enough money and give them a decent pension. The
government is coming at our public service one, two, three.

The Speaker: Are there any other speakers? The hon. Member for
Lac La Biche-St. Paul-Two Hills.

Mr. Saskiw: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move to adjourn debate
on Bill 45.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]
The Speaker: The Government House Leader.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move that we adjourn
until 1:30 p.m. on Monday.

[Motion carried; the Assembly adjourned at 4:27 p.m. to Monday
at 1:30 p.m.]



Bill Status Report for the 28th Legislature - 1st Session (2012-2013)

Activity to November 28, 2013

The Bill sponsor's name is in brackets following the Bill title. Ifit is a money Bill, ($) will appear between the title and
the sponsor's name. Numbers following each Reading refer to Hansard pages where the text of debates is found; dates for
each Reading are in brackets following the page numbers. Bills numbered 1 to 199 are Government Bills. Bills numbered
200 or higher are Private Members' Public Bills. Bills numbered with a "Pr" prefix are Private Bills.

*An asterisk beside a Bill number indicates an amendment was passed to that Bill; the Committee line shows the precise
date of the amendment.

The date a Bill comes into force is indicated in square brackets after the date of Royal Assent. If a Bill comes into force
"on proclamation," "with exceptions," or "on various dates," please contact Legislative Counsel, Alberta Justice, for
details at (780) 427-2217. The chapter number assigned to the Bill is entered immediately following the date the Bill
comes into force. SA indicates Statutes of Alberta; this is followed by the year in which it is included in the statutes, and
its chapter number. Please note, Private Bills are not assigned chapter numbers until the conclusion of the Fall Sittings.

1* Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2012 (Redford)
First Reading -- 8 (May 24, 2012 aft., passed)
Second Reading -- 177 (Oct. 23, 2012 eve.), 193-96 (Oct. 23, 2012 eve.), 233 (Oct. 24, 2012 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole -- 336-39 (Oct. 29, 2012 eve.), 354-71 (Oct. 30, 2012 aft.), 373-80 (Oct. 30, 2012 eve., passed with
amendments)
Third Reading -- 476-84 (Nov. 1, 2012 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 10, 2012; SA 2012 c8]

2% Responsible Energy Development Act (Hughes)
First Reading -- 207 (Oct. 24, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 263 (Oct. 25, 2012 aft.), 424-43 (Oct. 31, 2012 aft.), 445-57 (Oct. 31, 2012 eve.), 526-46 (Nov. 5, 2012
eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 563-71 (Nov. 6, 2012 aft.), 593 (Nov. 6, 2012 eve.), 644-48 (Nov. 7, 2012 aft.), 649-69 (Nov. 7, 2012
eve.), 731-53 (Nov. 19, 2012 eve.), 777-94 (Nov. 20, 2012 aft.), 795-853 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve.), 902-05 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve.,
passed on division, with amendments)

Third Reading -- 921-41 (Nov. 21, 2012 aft., passed on division)

Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation, with exceptions; SA 2012 cR-17.3]

3* Education Act (J. Johnson)
First Reading -- 155 (Oct. 23, 2012 aft., passed)
Second Reading -- 219-31 (Oct. 24, 2012 aft.), 238 (Oct. 24, 2012 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole -- 380-407 (Oct. 30, 2012 eve., passed with amendments)
Third Reading -- 669 (Nov. 7, 2012 eve.), 688-94 (Nov. 8, 2012 aft.), 753-63 (Nov. 19, 2012 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2012 cE-0.3]

4 Public Interest Disclosure (Whistleblower Protection) Act (Scott)
First Reading -- 352-53 (Oct. 30, 2012 aft., passed)
Second Reading -- 423-24 (Oct. 31, 2012 aft.), 593-614 (Nov. 6, 2012 eve.), 627-44 (Nov. 7, 2012 aft., passed on division)

Committee of the Whole -- 975-80 (Nov. 22, 2012 aft.), 1057-74 (Nov. 27, 2012 aft.), 1075-101 (Nov. 27, 2012 eve.), 1127-137
(Nov. 28, 2012 aft.), 1139-161 (Nov. 28, 2012 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 1161-166 (Nov. 28, 2012 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2012 cP-39.5]

5 New Home Buyer Protection Act (Griffiths)
First Reading -- 261 (Oct. 25, 2012 aft., passed)
Second Reading -- 354 (Oct. 30, 2012 aft.), 457-59 (Oct. 31, 2012 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole -- 546-49 (Nov. 5, 2012 eve.), 571-83 (Nov. 6, 2012 aft.), 585-93 (Nov. 6, 2012 eve., passed)
Third Reading -- 853-55 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve., passed)
Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2012 cN-3.2]

6 Protection and Compliance Statutes Amendment Act, 2012 (Jeneroux)
First Reading -- 155 (Oct. 23, 2012 aft., passed)
Second Reading -- 209 (Oct. 24, 2012 aft.), 264 (Oct. 25, 2012 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole -- 459-62 (Oct. 31, 2012 eve., passed)
Third Reading -- 855-56 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve., passed)
Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2012 c7]



7*

10

11

12

13

14

15

Election Accountability Amendment Act, 2012 (Denis)
First Reading -- 774 (Nov. 20, 2012 aft., passed)
Second Reading -- 972-75 (Nov. 22, 2012 aft.), 1015-41 (Nov. 26, 2012 eve., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 1166-167 (Nov. 28, 2012 eve.), 1191-92 (Nov. 29, 2012 aft.), 1221-43 (Dec. 3, 2012 eve.), 1261-79
(Dec. 4, 2012 aft.), 1281-1300 (Dec. 4, 2012 eve., passed, with amendments)

Third Reading -- 1315-37 (Dec. 5, 2012 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2012 c5]

Electric Utilities Amendment Act, 2012 (Hughes)

First Reading -- 156 (Oct. 23, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 233 (Oct. 24, 2012 eve.), 316-36 (Oct. 29, 2012 eve, passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 857-902 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve.), 943-53 (Nov. 21, 2012 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 953-56 (Nov. 21, 2012 eve., passed)

Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 10, 2012; SA 2012 c6]

Alberta Corporate Tax Amendment Act, 2012 ($) (Horner)

First Reading -- 156 (Oct. 23, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 209-10 (Oct. 24, 2012 aft.), 272 (Oct. 25, 2012 aft.), 311-16 (Oct. 29, 2012 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole -- 462 (Oct. 31, 2012 eve., passed)

Third Reading -- 856-57 (Nov. 20, 2012 eve., passed)

Royal Assent -- (Dec. 10, 2012 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates, SA 2012 c4]

Employment Pension Plans Act (Kennedy-Glans)

First Reading -- 261 (Oct. 25, 2012 aft., passed)
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Statutes Repeal Act ($) (Denis)
First Reading -- 2786 (Nov. 6, 2013 aft., passed)
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Committee of the Whole -- 2996 (Nov. 20, 2013 aft., passed)
Third Reading -- 3091-92 (Nov. 25, 2013 eve., passsed)
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Committee of the Whole -- 716-22 (Nov. 19, 2012 aft.), 1725-26 (Apr. 8, 2013 aft., passed with amendments)
Third Reading -- 1726-27 (Apr. 8, 2013 aft., passed)
Royal Assent -- (Apr. 29, 2013 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2013 cS-3.5]

Public Lands (Grasslands Preservation) Amendment Act, 2012 (Brown)
First Reading -- 130 (May 31, 2012 aft., passed)
Second Reading -- 501-13 (Nov. 5, 2012 aft.), 1723-25 (Apr. 8, 2013 aft., defeated on division)

Employment Standards (Compassionate Care Leave) Amendment Act, 2012 (Jeneroux)
First Reading -- 473 (Nov. 1, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 1900 (Apr. 22, 2013 aft., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 2298-303 (May 13, 2013 aft., passed)

Third Reading -- 2303 (May 13, 2013 aft., passed)

Royal Assent -- (May 27, 2013 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2013 c6]

Irlen Syndrome Testing Act (Jablonski)

First Reading -- 968 (Nov. 22, 2012 aft., passed), 1912 (Apr. 22, 2013 aft., referred to Standing Committee on Families and
Communities), (Oct. 28, 2013 aft., motion to concur in report), (Nov. 4, 2013 aft., reported to Assembly, not proceeded with)

Fisheries (Alberta) Amendment Act, 2012 (Calahasen)

First Reading -- 1117 (Nov. 28, 2012 aft., passed), 1913 (Apr. 22, 2013 aft., referred to Standing Committee on Resource
Stewardship), (Oct. 28, 2013 aft., motion to concur in report), (Nov. 4, 2013 aft., reported to Assembly, not proceeded with)

Tobacco Reduction (Flavoured Tobacco Products) Amendment Act, 2013 (Cusanelli)

First Reading -- 1350-51 (Dec. 6, 2012 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 2303-312 (May 13, 2013 aft., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 2687-94 (Nov. 4, 2013 aft.), 2865-73 (Nov. 18, 2013 aft., passed with amendments)
Third Reading -- 3062-66 (Nov. 25, 2013 aft., passed on division)

Human Tissue and Organ Donation Amendment Act, 2013 (Webber)

First Reading -- 1690 (Mar. 21, 2013 aft., passed), 2375 (May 13, 2013 eve., moved to Government Bills and Orders)
Second Reading -- 2395-403 (May 14, 2013 aft., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 2534-44 (Oct. 29, 2013 aft.), 2566-8 (Oct. 29, 2013 eve., passed with amendments)

Third Reading -- 2566-8 (Oct. 29, 2013 eve., passed)

Royal Assent -- (Nov. 7, 2013 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force November 7, 2013; SA 2013 c12]

Seniors’ Advocate Act (Towle)
First Reading -- 1315 (Dec. 5, 2012 aft., passed)
Second Reading -- 2873-83 (Nov. 18, 2013 aft.), 3067 (Nov. 25, 2013 aft., adjourned)

Severance and Bonus Limitation Statutes Amendment Act, 2013 (Anderson)
First Reading -- 2976 (Nov. 20, 2013 aft., passed)

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Canada Act (Dorward)
First Reading -- 1999 (Apr. 24, 2013 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 2410-411 (May 14, 2013 aft., passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 2445-446 (May 14, 2013 eve., passed with amendments)
Third Reading -- 2478 (May 15, 2013 aft., passed)

Royal Assent -- (May 27, 2013 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force May 27, 2013]

Wild Rose Agricultural Producers Amendment Act, 2013 (McDonald)
First Reading -- 1999 (Apr. 24, 2013 aft., passed)

Second Reading -- 2413 (May 14, 2013 eve, passed)

Committee of the Whole -- 2445 (May 14, 2013 eve., passed with amendments)

Third Reading -- 2478 (May 15, 2013 aft., passed)

Royal Assent -- (May 27, 2013 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force May 27, 2013]
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